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ASSESSMENT OF US SECRETARY OF STATE BLINKEN’S TWO-DAY VISIT TO CHINA

The Western mg# i media, seems to
have gushedg® S

3. While Xi Jinping has met all earlief g U etaries of State since Henry Kissinger,
like Pompeo and John Kerry, given that US-China relations are currently at an all-time low,
his meeting with Blinken undoubtedly sent out a couple of messages. These were tailored
equally for the foreign as well as domestic audiences. To the foreign audience the message
Xi Jinping sought to convey was that it was the US that had damaged the bilateral
relationship and was now trying to contain China’s growth with its sanctions on hi-tech sales
and exports and attempts to create an alternative “trusted” secure supply chain. By raising
issues like that of Taiwan, the US was attempting to pressurise it and place obstacles in the
improvement of relations.
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4. Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang in his meeting with Blinken pointed out that “the
Taiwan question is at the core of China's core interests, it is the most significant issue in
China-U.S. relations, and it is also the most prominent risk”. Qin Gang put forward specific
demands on issues concerning China's core interests and major concerns, including the
Taiwan question. Qin Gang pointed out that the Taiwan question is at the core of China's
core interests, it is the most significant issue in China-U.S. relations, and it is also the most
prominent risk. He urged the U.S.to adhere to the various agreements and truly implement
its commltment not to support "T' AN . The two agreed to effectively

pd cooperation. They agreed

the deterioration in ties. At the same time he conveyed to the more ‘nationalist hard-line’
elements that he will not yield ground and make no concessions. This he did by reiterating
the clear ‘Red Line’ on the Taiwan issue drawn by Wang Yi. This message was underscored
by China’s blunt refusal to establish a crisis hot line between the two militaries. China’s
controlled official media has especially since the past couple years been consistently
blaming the US for the deterioration in bilateral ties and raising tensions in the region by its
actions.



7. Within a day of Blinken’s departure, the authoritative Xinhua news agency published
(June 21) a report titled 'U.S. needs to honor commitments with actions to improve ties with
China to avert the downward spiral of their relationship and bring it back on the track of
stable development'. This was republished by China’s official English-language Beijing
Review. It seemed to strike a somewhat conciliatory tone and quoted Blinken’s remarks
that “the United States stands by the commitments made by President Joe Biden, namely
that the United States does not seek a new Cold War, it does not seek to change China's
system, its alliances are not directed at China, it does not support "Taiwan independence,"

and it does not seek conflict with Chig e Be eview assured: “China respects U.S.

ﬁr displace the Umikgd States”. Restating China’s
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peeds to respect China

(iii) Wu Xinbo, Director of the Institute of International Studies and Director of the Center
for American Studies, Fudan University: “Blinken's visit to China has been positive, but no
breakthroughs were achieved.”

(iv) Ms. Shao Yuqun, Director of the Institute for Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macao Studies and
researcher at the Centre for American Studies, Shanghai Institutes for International Studies
(S11S) said: “While the outcomes of Blinken's visit to China exceeded expectations, leading to
temporary bilateral tension easing, U.S. strategic goals, policies, and approach to China are



still characterized by a zero-sum mentality. This mindset is expected to continue causing
various disturbances in China-U.S. relations.”

(v) Zhang Zhixin, Associate Researcher, Institute of American Studies, China Institutes of
Contemporary International Relations (CICIR), said (June 19): “This visit may go some way to
reducing tensions between both countries. However, as long as the hostility between them
does not subside, the situation will remain the same, with good talks across the table, but
confrontation when away from it.”
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