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‘CCP CC’s 4™ Plenum could suggest a dilution in Xi Jinping’s authority’

by Jayadeva Ranade

The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) held the long overdu
Central Committee (CC) from October 28 — 31, 2019. Held after

while the Plenum communique un

it, along with the Plenum Res

The 6153-character com
mentioned that 202 full

ere accommodated, as usual, in the Jingxi Hotel managed
by the Pe A) for greater security.

Some Chinese e observed that the prompt issue of the Plenum communique
by the official Chine 1a the same day as the plenary session ended showed that it had
been finalised prior to the start of the Plenum. This showed also that differences had been
ironed out before the start of the plenary meeting. Noticeable too is that after publication of the
communique, no local officials have yet made statements in their local media.

The plenum filled the two vacancies occasioned by, the dismissal in January of Liu Shiyu from
the post of Chairman of the China Securities Regulatory Commission and the death of Zheng
Xiaosong, China’s former top official in Macau who fell to his death in 2018, from among the
alternate members of the CC. Those elevated are Ma Zhengwu, Chairman of state-owned



investment conglomerate Chengtong Group, and PLA Navy engineer Rear Admiral Ma
Weiming, who received the PLA’s highest award last year.

An unfortunate incident on the last day of the plenary session was the suicide of 54-year old
alternate CC member Ren Xuefeng, Deputy Party Secretary of the centrally controlled
Chongqing Municipality, on October 31. Rumours circulating in China claim that he was being
investigated and preferred to commit suicide by jumping from the Jingxi Hotel in Beijing
instead of serving jail time. Adding to these rumours was that his remains were cremated at the
Changping District Crematorium in Beijing instead of Beijing’s Babaoshan Revolutionary
Cemetery. Coincidentally, the now disgraced former PBSC m Bo Xilai was also
formerly Party Secretary of Chongqing.

The 4™ Plenum normally concerns itself with Party is
appointments. This Plenum followed past practice. The Plen
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Emphasis on the that the Party keeps the PLA under its command and that they
“are completely loyal to the Party and the people” suggests that the armed forces will continue
to be subjected to strict ideological controls and education. Political reliability will remain the
main criteria for promoting PLA officers.

The 18,441-character 4™ Plenum Resolution issued on November 5 evening clearly revealed
that Hongkong was discussed at some length at the plenary session. The annual summer
meeting of senior CCP leaders and veteran cadres at the seaside resort of Beidaihe had earlier
this year also discussed the troubles in Hongkong and, according to reports, unanimously
described it as a ‘colour revolution’. Special mention of this in the Plenum Resolution could
suggest oblique criticism of Xi Jinping for the inaction in sorting out the Hongkong issue. Soon



after the 4" Plenum meeting it was disclosed that Chinese President Xi Jinping had a one-on-
one meeting with Hongkong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) Chief Executive Carrie
Lam in Shanghai. China’s Minister of Public Security Zhao Kezhi, who was recently added to
the Party’s Central Leading Small Group on Hong Kong, was also present. This was Xi
Jinping’s first meeting with Carrie Lam since the trouble in Hongkong began 5 months ago.
Xinhua reported Xi Jinping as assuring her that “The central government has high trust in you
and fully affirms the work of you and the governance team of Hong Kong.”” Carrie Lam is also
scheduled to meet PBSC member Han Zheng, who is in charge of Hongkong affairs, on
November 6 in Beijing.

Indication that Beijing will introduce tougher policies to gov
evident in the 371-character paragraph in the 4" Plenum Res@luition dealing specially with the
two SARs. This resolved to ‘improve the central system for appeinti isms of the
Special Administrative Region Chief Executive and principa i
Hongkong will be brought more directly under Beijing’s control. Promising a more r
immediate response in future, it resolved to ‘egtablish a sound legal system and enfo
mechanisms in the Special Administrative o safeguard nati@nal secug

Kong and Macao affairs a
and Macao have long-
Administrative Region ( i , Beijing will impose severe
ideological and
servants.

ferences asserting that “the Political Bureau of the Central
Committee holds banner of socialism with Chinese characteristics and adheres
to Marxism-Leninism, Mao Zedong Thought, Deng Xiaoping Theory, the important thinking
of the "Three Represents", and the scientific development concept. Guided by Xi Jinping's new
era of socialism with Chinese characteristics”.

The just concluded 4™ Plenum of the 19" CC of the CCP has endorsed the political education
campaigns launched by Xi Jinping and his endeavour to enhance the Party’s authority and
ensure it is present in virtually every sphere of government and military activity. It has also not
overtly weakened Xi Jinping’s position by inducting potential successors to the PBSC.
However, its communique and the Resolution issued subsequently do suggest that the troubles
in Hongkong were extensively discussed with some criticism for the delay in acting to resolve



it probably directed towards Xi Jinping and possibly PBSC member Han Zheng. The reference
in the communique to “Marxism-Leninism, Mao Zedong Thought, Deng Xiaoping Theory” etc
appear to reinforce this.

(The author is former Additional Secretary, Cabinet Secretariat, Government of India and is
presently President of the Centre for China Analysis and Strategy)




