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TAR NEWS 

TAR Propaganda Minister inspects Jokhang Temple  

December 12, 2019  

 

Danke, Standing Committee member of TAR Party Committee, Vice-Chairman of TAR PPCC 

and Minister of TAR United Front Work Department, inspected Jokhang Temple in Barkhor Street 

of Lhasa on December 12, when he examined security and stability maintenance in the temple. He 

was accompanied by He Wenhao, Pema Wangdui both members of the TAR Party Standing 

Committee and Zhang Hongbo, the Director of TAR Public Security Bureau.  At Jokhang, Danke 

met the Monastic cadres, public security police forces, and monks who are at the front lines of 

Jokhang Management and asked details about security management of the temple. He claimed that 

because of the strong leadership of the Party Committee and TAR People’s Government, the 

Jokhang Temple Management Committee has fulfilled its ‘duties and performed solid work.’ He 

thanked the religious faculty of the Temple for supporting the party’s leadership and cooperating 

with the Temple Management Committee. Danke requested all party cadres stationed in the 

Temple and public security police forces to always ‘adhere to Xi Jinping’s guidance on Socialism 

with Chinese Characteristics in the New Era and his exposition on national security.’ He further 

said, “it is necessary to strengthen the sense of urgency, enhance ‘bottom-line thinking,’ maintain 

religious affairs according to law and abide by the ‘three requirements’ (not specified) before 

performing any religious activities.” He concluded his inspection at Jokhang Temple by asking the 

responsible cadres in the Temple “to educate, and guide the majority of the monks, nuns and 

religious people, to guide them not to use religion negatively, to oppose separatism, and to maintain 

national unity, ensure harmony and stability in the region.”  

 

TAR People’s Congress delegation visits Belgium 

December 16, 2019  

 

A delegation of TAR People’s Congress led by representative of TAR People’s Congress and 

Executive Deputy Chairman of TAR People’s Government, Norbu Dhondup (former Party 

Secretary of Chamdo) visited Belgium from December 12-15. The delegation met the Vice 

President of the Chamber of Representatives of Belgium, Andre Flahaut, held discussions with 
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Belgian lawmakers including the Chairperson of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the House of 

Representatives Els Van Hoof, and also claimed to have had extensive contacts with government, 

‘think tanks, and Tibetans from Tibet.’  Norbu Dondrup briefed them on the Chinese government's 

Tibet policy and the major changes in Tibet in the past 60 years since the start of ‘democratic 

reforms’ based on his personal experience and by citing detailed figures. Emphasizing that Tibet-

related issues are highly sensitive and involve China's ‘core interests’ and the national feelings of 

nearly 1.4 billion Chinese people, he said it is hoped that the Belgian side will prudently and 

properly handle Tibet-related issues. He urged the Belgian side not to allow leaders of the “Dalai 

Lama group” to visit Belgium, nor to provide any support for or facilitate the “Dalai group's” anti-

China separatist activities, and to work with China to maintain a healthy and stable development 

of China-Belgium relations. 

 

4G networks for villages in Shigatse 

December 17, 2019  

 

Basic telecommunication operating companies in Shigatse have completed a full coverage of 4G 

signals in areas above the Township and village levels and all villages now have fibre-optic access 

to all administrative villages. Shigatse is understood to have 18 counties, 204 towns and 1673 

administrative villages, of these 1630 villages, or about 94.4%, currently have access to 4G 

networks, realizing the full coverage of 4G and across Shigatse, and achieving 90% coverage of 

4G signals on important national highways, high-grade highways and railway mileage in the 

country. 

 

Students from the Tibet Branch of Central Party School visit Buddhist College 

December 13, 2019  

 

The Deputy Director of the Training Department of the Central Party School, Li Qingchi led a 

group of students to the High-Level Tibetan Buddhism College of China on December 11. The 

students, from the Tibet Branch of the Central Party School, were taken to visit the Xihuang 

Temple Museum, the Academy of History exhibition, the Tibetan Scripture Hall and Buddhist Hall 
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and also shown a promotional video of the Tibetan Buddhist College.  The group later had a 

discussion session with the college authorities on Tibetan Buddhism.  

 

Tibetan Buddhist College in Beijing observes Nanjing Massacre Memorial Day  

December 13, 2019  

 

Faculty and students of the Tibetan Buddhist College in Beijing observed and paid tribute to the 

martyrs of the ‘Nanjing Massacre’ on Memorial Day on December 13 led by the Secretary of the 

Party Leadership Group and Executive Deputy Dean of the Academy, Wang Changyu. The Deputy 

Dean later spoke on the theoretical principles of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics while 

emphasizing that “the CCP’s governing system is reliable and guarantees long security of the 

country.” He urged students and faculty members to study the ‘essence’ of the fourth plenum of 

the CCP CC and asked them to consider it a major political task at present and in the coming future 

too. 

 

(Comment: The massacre occurred over a period of six weeks starting on December 13, 1937, 

when the Japanese captured Nanjing. During this period, soldiers of the Imperial Japanese Army 

reportedly murdered Chinese civilians and disarmed combatants who numbered an estimated 

40,000 to over 300,000, and perpetrated widespread rape and looting.) 

 

Chairman of TAR People’s Government visits Nepal  

December 13, 2019  

 

Implementing the Joint Statement issued between China and Nepal during President Xi Jinping’s 

visit to Nepal, the Chairman of the TAR People’s Government, Qi Zhala aka Chedak la, led a 

delegation to Nepal from December 2-6, 2019. He met Nepalese President Bhandari, Prime 

Minister Oli, Foreign Minister Pradeep Kumar Gyawali, the Governor of Gandaki Province 

Baburam Kunwar and Chief Minister of Gandaki Province Prithvi Subba Gurung respectively.  

Chinese Ambassador to Nepal, Hou Yanqi, accompanied the delegation.  
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During the talks, Nepalese President Bandari said, “President Xi Jinping visited Nepal this year to 

jointly enhance long-term goals between the two countries and to build a comprehensive strategy 

partnership”. She appreciated Xi Jinping’s Belt and Road Initiative and said, “the Initiative had 

promoted cooperation between many countries and that it is hoped Nepal and China can further 

strengthen cooperation in a positive way especially with the Tibet Autonomous Region.”  

 

Nepalese Prime Minister Oil who is not well but met the delegation, said “We have always stood 

by China, will still firmly adhere to one-China policy, respect China's core interests, will attach 

great importance to China's concerns, and that we have always maintained close cooperation and 

communication with China on the Tibet issue. We must not allow any force to engage in anti-

China activities in Nepalese territory and resolutely maintain stability and tranquillity in the border 

areas between China and Nepal.” 

 

Qi Zhala said during the meeting that “the purpose of the delegation from TAR to Nepal is to 

implement the consensus declaration issued by Nepal and China during Xi Jinping’s visit to Nepal 

in October this year. He added that of the many infrastructural and joint construction projects, 

TAR will cooperate to deepen Belt and Road Initiative, and in the construction of the proposed 

cross-Himalayan three-dimensional interconnection railway network.” With support from the CCP, 

Central Ministries and Commissions, both the countries intend to undertake infrastructural 

developments especially in Northern Nepal beginning from the 2020 Nepal Tourism year. He 

hoped that the Nepalese government will cooperate in the construction of cross-border highways, 

bridges, roads and ports.  

 

The delegation inspected the construction site of Rasuwa- and Zangmu-Kodari Port, investigated 

repair project work progress of Sarah highway being aided by China, the Timor Border Checkpoint 

of Nepal, Rasuwa Regional Library Project being aided by TAR, Pokhara Solar light Project site 

etc. Qi Zhala and his delegation also held a forum of representatives of Tibetan Enterprises in 

Nepal. 
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TAR Public Security Head lectures at Tibet Police Officers’ College 

December 13, 2019  

 

Zhang Hongbo, Deputy Chairman of TAR People’s Government, Deputy Secretary of TAR 

Political and Legal Committee, Secretary of TAR Party Committee and the Director of TAR Public 

Security Bureau (PSB) was invited by the TAR Police Officers’ College to speak on the Fourth 

Plenum which primarily emphasized on “adhering to Xi Jinping’s thoughts on Socialism with 

Chinese Characteristics in the New Era.” Zhang Hongbo reiterated the roles of public security 

organs in maintaining national political security and social stability while promoting development 

and good governance. He advised police trainees to recognize ‘risk’ before it happens, to mitigate 

‘secessionist’ and ‘terrorist’ activities and work together to achieve the Chinese Dream. The talk 

was facilitated by member of the TAR Public Security Bureau, Secretary of the Party Committee 

and Deputy Principal of the Tibet Police College, Tang Zehui and was attended by 280 

representatives of police stations including grassroot police stations, leaders, faculty and students 

of the Tibet Police College.  

 

First Political and Ideological training for teachers in TAR  

December 17, 2019  

 

The first Ideological and Political training for teachers throughout the Tibet Autonomous Region 

was held in Lhasa on December 16. The Vice-Chairman of TAR People’s Government Shi Moujun 

attended and spoke at the training. Officials from the TAR Organization Department, TAR 

Propaganda Department, TAR Political and Legal Committee, TAR Party School, and TAR 

Education Department were invited as speakers during the 5-day training. The training focussed 

on ten major topics including “anti-secession struggles” and had 148 teachers as trainees. Shi 

Moujun, who spoke at the inaugural ceremony of the training said “all officials must improve their 

political standing, prioritize their thoughts and adopt Xi Jinping’s socialism with Chinese 

Characteristics in the New Era, assert their patriotism and sense of unity, firmly uphold ‘correct 

religion,’ acknowledge party’s care, and improve the quality of their teaching.” It is said the 

training of the teachers throughout TAR will continue for a year and will be carried out at different 

levels covering all teachers.  
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Nyingchi unveils the ‘Rule of Law Theme Park”  

December 4, 2019  

 

Nyingchi City held a ceremony on December 4, to unveil the ‘Rule of Law amusement park’. Cai 

Jia, Deputy Director of the Standing Committee of the Municipal People's Congress, Ren Weidong, 

the Deputy Mayor and Director of the Municipal Public Security, and Dawa, the Deputy Chairman 

of the CPPCC attended the ceremony. After the ceremony, all the invitees visited the theme park. 

The idea of such theme parks is to acquaint the masses with legal knowledge and disseminate the 

spirit and culture of the rule of law while resting and playing in the park. Various legal materials 

including famous quotes and sayings have been put up in the amusement park to create awareness 

of the rule of law. According to the Linzhi Municipal Judiciary Bureau, the completion of the 

Nyingchi City’s ‘Rule of Law Theme park’ will increase promotion of the rule of law in the city 

and help promote construction of a culture of rule of law. Nyingchi City's rule of law theme park 

was completed in five phases each year. The first phase is based on the constitution and the 

investment is about 250,000 yuan. The park covers exhibition areas such as "footprint of legal 

civilization", and "Public Law Gardens”. More than 260 representatives from various units, 

enterprises and students attended the ceremony. 

 

Qi Zhala visits Lhoka (Shannan) 

December 8, 2019  

 

Qi Zhala, Deputy Secretary of the TAR Party Committee and Chairman of TAR People’s 

Government visited the grassroots cadres and workers of the extremely high-altitude ecological 

relocation area at Sembri, Lhoka (Shannan) to conduct investigations. He presided over on-site 

meetings and rescheduled and planned the next step of relocation and resettlement. He emphasised 

that “we must firmly establish a people-centered development ideology, focus on tasks, take 

overall planning into consideration, and steadily advance pilot work, and effectively implement 

this good thing for the people, resolutely guard the pure land of the last party in the world”. Zhuang 

Yan, Deputy Secretary of the District Party Committee and Executive Vice Chairman of the 

Autonomous Region, Jianshen, Vice Chairman of the Autonomous Region, and Jinpa inspected 
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the area together. Deputy Secretary of the Municipal Party Committee and Mayor Phurbu 

Dhondup, Deputy Secretary of the Municipal Party Committee and Executive Deputy Mayor Li 

Xiuwu also accompanied the inspection team. 

 

Qi Zhala carefully checked the status of construction of the various infrastructure projects, listened 

carefully to the report, and affirmed the progress of the project construction. He pointed out that 

implementation of the pilot project of ecological relocation at extremely high altitudes is of great 

significance and departments at all levels must strengthen service management, accelerate the 

construction of "Internet + government services", and effectively facilitate the production and life 

of the masses. It is necessary to strengthen the supervision of funds, increase the intensity of audit 

supervision, and strictly prevent the situation of retaining, squeezing and misappropriating 

relocation funds. It is necessary to work hard on industrial development, give full play to the 

herdsmen's own advantages, make overall consideration of current needs and long-term 

development, plan industrial projects such as facilities and animal husbandry, strengthen 

vocational skills training, actively expand employment channels, and ensure that the relocated 

people realize employment, increase income and become rich. He said it is necessary to constantly 

enhance the sense of gain and happiness of the people of all ethnic groups. “We must persist in 

combining ecological construction with enriching the people and benefiting the people, so that the 

ecological environment in the areas to be moved out can be effectively protected and restored. It 

is necessary to strengthen organizational leadership, consolidate responsibilities, form a joint work 

force, implement concrete and deep work for the masses, and consistently implement the 

established measures of the autonomous region, so that the care of the party and government is 

accurately implemented in each family, and further strengthen the sense of masses of all ethnic 

groups. All should work to build confidence and determination to listen to the party and follow the 

party”. 

 

Lhoka held a supervision meeting of the private enterprises  

December 9, 2019  

 

On December 9, Lhoka (in Chinese: Shannan) city held a special supervision and promotion 

meeting for development of the rule of law, business, environmental protection and private 
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enterprises. Kalsang, the Deputy Secretary of the Municipal Party Committee emphasized the need 

to work harder to raise ideological awareness. He said, “relevant departments, especially the main 

leading cadres, should improve their political standing, stand at the height of enhancing the "four 

consciousness", firm "four self-confidence", and achieve "two maintenance", and have a deep 

understanding of creating a business environment ruled by law. The significance of the 

development of private enterprises is to unify the thinking and actions in the spirit of General 

Secretary Xi Jinping ’s important directives on optimizing the business environment and protecting 

the development of private enterprises, and to the decision-making and deployment of the Party 

Central Committee and District Party Committees and the relevant requirements of the Municipal 

Party Committee”. She said that by combining the thematic education, they will work hard and 

thoroughly to identify problems and weak links to actively create a business environment based 

on the rule of law, and fully protect and promote the development of private enterprises. 

 

Leading cadres were told to set themselves up as role models and lead by example, demonstrate, 

and implement the responsibility of the first responsible person for rectification. The "construction 

team leader" is responsible for the rectification work and results of the rectification. It was said it 

is necessary to give full play to the role of coordination, strengthening supervision, and regularly 

conduct spot checks on rectification to promote the implementation of rectification. Relevant 

departments should insist on supporting the development of private enterprises as an important 

task and spend more time and energy on the development of private enterprises and the growth of 

entrepreneurs. The main responsible comrades must actively act and serve forward to help and 

solve practical difficulties. 

 

Nyingchi held its 2nd Commendation meeting of National Unity and Progress of 2019  

December 13, 2019  

 

On December 12, Nyingchi (in Chinese: Linzhi) held the ‘2019 National Unity and Progress and 

Educational Practice Commendation Meeting’ of “Following the Four Standards and Fighting for 

Advanced Monks and Nuns” to commend the advanced collectives and individuals from the 

nation’s religious work. Ma Shengchang, Municipal Party Secretary; Liu Guangming, Deputy 

Secretary of the Municipal Party Committee and Executive Deputy Mayor; Zhang Xiuwu, Deputy 
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Secretary of the Municipal Party Committee; Zhao Xiong, member of the Municipal Party 

Committee and Secretary of the Military Division; Zhu Jiang, member of the Municipal Party 

Committee, Secretary of the Political and Legal Committee, Party Secretary of the Municipal 

Public Security Bureau; Yang Chiwei, member of the Municipal Party Committee and Deputy 

Mayor and Secretary-General; Mei Jiakui, Municipal Standing Committee member and Secretary 

of the Discipline Inspection Commission; Yu Chang, member of the Standing Committee of the 

Municipal Party Committee and the United Front Work Department, attended the meeting.  

 

Zhang Xiuwu read out the Nyinchi Municipal People's Government and Party’s decision to 

commend Nyingchi's national unity and progress model award to the second batch of collectives 

and exemplary individuals. The commendation lists include model temples and ‘excellent’ monks 

and nuns, ‘excellent’ organizational units and ‘outstanding’ temple management cadres, advanced 

collectives and advanced workers in Nyingchi. 

 

Liu Guangming, Executive Deputy Mayor and Deputy Secretary of the Municipal Party 

Committee, emphasized that the cause of national unity and progress is an important part of the 

cause of socialism with Chinese characteristics. The Party Central Committee with Comrade Xi 

Jinping at the core has always attached great importance to ethnic work and insisted on national 

unity as the largest mass work. Doing national work well in the new era and maintaining national 

unity are related to national security, reunification of the motherland, and the consolidation of 

frontiers. They are related to the overall situation of reform, development, and stability. All 

departments at all levels in the city must earnestly enhance their sense of responsibility and mission 

in doing their national work, insist on maintaining national unity and national unity as the highest 

interests, and enhance the "four consciousness" and firm "One self-confidence" and practice "two 

maintenances”. Liu Guangming also emphasised the importance of deepening of the political 

positions and  adhering to the same political orientation, taking the construction of a common 

spiritual home for all ethnic groups as a strategic task, building the awareness of the Chinese nation 

community and striving to eliminate the unfavourable factors that undermine national unity and 

build a solid foundation. He said secondly, it is necessary to persevere in the practice of "following 

the four standards and striving for advanced monks and nuns" as the most effective way to achieve 

harmony and stability in the religious field. The various departments of the city at all levels should 
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further deepen their ideological understanding and take the in-depth implementation of education 

and practice activities of “adhering to the four standards and striving to be advanced monks and 

nuns” as specific actions to learn and implement the socialist ideology with Chinese characteristics 

in the new era . He said the ‘lively’ practice of the spirit of the 19th Party Congress and the 19th 

CCP CC’s Fourth Plenary Session must be taken as a major political task of religious work in 

Nyingchi city, adhere to the problem-oriented approach, come up with effective measures, 

continue to deepen activities, and ensure harmony and stability in the religious field. Third, he said, 

“we must consistently strengthen the party's leadership as the fundamental guarantee for doing 

well in ethnic and religious work. Ethnic and religious work involves many fields and departments, 

and all aspects of relations. It is related to national unity, religious stability, and the overall 

situation of the city's reform, development, and stability. It is a system project, basic project, and 

popular project. We must adhere to the party's overall view and coordination of all parties, make 

ethnic and religious work the top priority, persevere and unremittingly, and continue to lead ethnic 

and religious work to a deeper and longer-term mechanism”. 

 

National Unity and Progress Commendation Conference held at Chamdo  

December 17, 2019  

 

On December 17, Chamdo (in Chinese: Qamdo) held a commendation conference on ‘National 

Unity and Progress’ to assess the education and practices of activities on national unity and 

progress and adhering to the ‘four standards’ to become advance monks and nuns. Through this 

conference, they announced that under national unity and progress, “today there are 48 model 

monasteries, 4271 outstanding monks and nuns, 48 advanced temple management committees and 

48 outstanding temple cadres”. Advanced recognition aims to inspire and guide the cadres and 

people of all ethnic groups in the city, the monks and nuns in the temples, to continue to promote 

the cause of national unity and progress in the city, actively promote the adaptation of religion and 

socialist society, and consolidate a wide range of goals for the successful completion of a well-off 

society and build consensus among the people. 
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DEVELOPMENTS IN TIBETAN ETHNIC AREAS OUTSIDE TAR 
 

A-Nya Sangdra was sentenced for 7 years in Prison, Qinghai  

December 7, 2019  

 

A-Nya Sangdra, a Tibetan nomad and community campaigner from Golog prefecture, was 

sentenced to 7 years imprisonment on December 6, following a two-day trial for trying to reveal 

that some local corrupt authorities from Golog were involved in illegal mining and hunting of 

protected wildlife.  

 

Kardze PSB held a special meeting for the police  

December 14, 2019  

 

On December 13, the PSB of Kardze (in Chinese: Ganzi) Sichuan, held a special press conference 

on ‘vital police’ work. The in-charge of the Political Department, the Reform Office, and the 

Criminal Investigation Detachment of the Ganzi Prefecture Public Security Bureau, notified the 

public security authorities of the whole state in 2019 to combat telecommunications fraud and 

prevent propaganda, comprehensively deepen reform’. The meeting was called due to the high 

incidence of telecommunication network fraud cases. The PSB organs were told to adhere to the 

principle of reporting, on time filing of cases, timely collecting of evidence, timely payment and 

speeding up all the current cases. The telecommunication fraud cases need to be handled through 

Ministry of Public security, Eagle Eye Early Warning, Nail Early Warning, and other systems. The 

Kardze PSB organs were also told to adopt various forms of anti-fraud campaigns and propaganda.  

According to the data released by the Sichuan Provincial Public Security Department, this year 

alone they handled 96,086 anti-fraud cases and stopped 1.929 billion worth frauds. Kardze 

Prefecture will continue to explore new technologies and methods to combat telecommunication 

fraud.  
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Qinghai released a Memorandum on public welfare law on sources of Three Rivers  

December 16, 2019  

 

The Qinghai Procuratorate and Qinghai Natural Resources Department signed the Memorandum 

on Giving Full Play to Public Prosecution Prosecutorial Functions to promote the construction of 

a rule of law in natural resource management. The target of this new law are the sources of three 

rivers, Yellow River, the Yangtze River, and the Lancang River, and is known as the "source of 

rivers”. Qinghai has the world's largest alpine wetland, alpine grassland, thickets and forests, as 

well as a natural resource pool of alpine organisms. This memorandum was initiated in June 2019, 

by the Qinghai Provincial Procuratorate together with the Provincial Department of Natural 

Resources through grassroots investigations and coordination. The "Memorandum" focuses on the 

key areas of "concentrating on building an ecological civilization system, resolutely winning the 

battle against pollution prevention, continuing to promote green development, implementing major 

ecological protection projects, and accelerating the pilot work of national parks. The memorandum 

strengthens early warnings on violations of laws related to ecology, pre-litigation procedures, 

detailed case investigations, and evidence collection and notification for coordination. It imposes 

stricter rules and restrictions as the main idea is to prevent locals from accessing these sources of 

water under public welfare judicial protection and adhering to source prevention.  

 

From January 2018 to the end of November 2019, the provincial procuratorial organs handled a 

total of 256 public interest lawsuits in the field of natural resources, supervised the demolition of 

70,121 acres of illegal buildings, and urged restoration 377 acres of arable land, 5 mining rights 

were cancelled, 6 sand mining sites were closed, and 2561 acres of mining grassland were restored.  

 

EXILE TIBETAN NEWS 
 

32nd Task force on Sino-Tibet dialogue meet underway 

Phayul, December 12, 2019  

 

The 32nd session of the core group that oversees dialogue on the Tibetan side for the Sino-Tibet 

negotiations was held at Dharamshala, the two-day meet comprising a handful of noted individuals 
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began on December 11 at the Asia Health Resorts. The Central Tibetan Administration said at the 

closed-door meeting “The Task Force will hold an in-depth discussion on the situation inside Tibet, 

the perceptible shifts in the global political landscape and the overall prospects for the resumption 

of dialogue between Dharamshala and Beijing to resolve the protracted issue of Tibet.” The 

deliberations headed by the CTA President Dr. Lobsang Sangay were joined by former special 

envoy Kelsang Gyaltsen, Chinese section Secretary at the Dalai Lama’s private office Ngaba 

Tsegyam and former CTA bureaucrat Thubten Samphel, among others. Speaking to the media, the 

Secretary of the International Relations wing of the exile Tibetan government Karma Choeying 

said that although the meeting has no “special agendas” other than the previously discussed issues 

such as the geopolitical dynamics between the US and China and China’s relation with regions 

such as Hong Kong and Xinjiang, Karma Choeying said that the meeting has not been convened 

to appoint new envoys. 

 

There has been no official contact between the Tibetan side and Beijing since 2010 marking an 

impasse between the two sides. In June 2012, the two Special Envoys of His Holiness the Dalai 

Lama, late Lodi G. Gyari and Kelsang Gyaltsen, who had led nine rounds of talks with the People’s 

Republic of China since 2002, resigned from their positions. They cited the deteriorating situation 

inside Tibet and their “utter frustration” over the lack of positive response from the China as 

reasons for their decision to resign. The vacant positions for the special envoys, observers and 

Tibetan lawmakers were indicative of complete breakdown of communications between the two 

sides. However, the Dalai Lama in October 2019 said that he and the President of the Central 

Tibetan Administration Dr. Lobsang Sangay discussed that appointing new envoys may result in 

outright rejection from Beijing. He said “If we appoint envoys representing the exile 

administration, that may prompt Chinese leadership to reject them blatantly. The alternative is to 

explore the same channels of communication that were established through me and maintain that. 

I have been approached by influential Chinese businessmen and even government officials.” The 

Tibetan President in an interview with News18 on April 3, 2018 said, “There has been no official 

communication between China and the CTA since 2010. But there are back channel talks that 

happen. People keep coming from the Chinese side and we are very transparent with them.” 
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30 Lithuanian lawmakers urge President Xi Jinping to end religious persecution 

December 18, 2019 

 

A total of 29 members of the Lithuanian parliament, joined by a member of the European 

Parliament from the country, on December 10 called on Chinese President Xi Jinping to stop the 

persecution of ethnic and religious minorities, including the Buddhists in occupied Tibet. The 

appeal was made in a letter presented to the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in the 

Lithuanian capital Vilnius on Dec 11. The appeal expressed profound worry over the violent 

campaign of “sinicization” of religions being conducted by the Chinese Communist Party which 

“placed Communist ideology and obedience to the Communist state above the imperatives of faith 

and conscience and thus violates the autonomy of religious faith, as well as the freedom of religion 

and conscience, one of the fundamental human rights” and called the persecution of the Uyghur 

Muslims as tantamount to genocide. The members protested “against the continuing oppression of 

the Tibetans and against the deliberate colonization, insofar as these violate human rights and seek 

to obliterate the traditional faith, way of life, and national identity of Tibet.” They also condemned 

“the persecution, incarceration, torture and barbarous killing for the sake of organ harvesting of 

the adherents of Falun Gong, the persecution, incarceration, as well as prohibition and hindering 

of religious practices, even those privately performed, of the adherents of the Church of Almighty 

God, the Catholic Church, as well as other religions.” The appeal expressed extreme concern over 

the destruction of objects and places of worship belonging to the adherents of Christianity, Islam, 

Buddhism, and other religions and called for the release of prisoners of conscience of all religions. 

In particular, the appeal urged President Xi Jinping to put an end to the persecution of the Uyghur 

and Tibetan nationals and the attempts to wipe out their ethnic and religious identity, “which 

amount to genocide”, and to “liberate more than one million Uyghurs incarcerated in the prison 

camps in Xinjiang.” 

 

 

------------------------------------------------END OF REPORT--------------------------------- 

 


