
 

 1 

 

 

TIBET INSIGHT, 15-31 SEPTEMBER 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 2 

 

TAR NEWS 

 

Senior Buddhist Monks visit Beijing ahead of China’s 70th Founding Anniversary  

September 27, 2019 

 

Ahead of the 70th founding anniversary of the People’s Republic of China, all senior monks, 

faculty members and senior retired teachers of the Senior Tibetan Buddhist College in Lhasa 

were taken for a tour to Beijing on September 27. The group was led by Vice President and Party 

Secretary of the College, Wang Changyu. The group was to visit the CCP Central Committee, 

the Xiangshan Revolution Memorial site and Shuangqing Villa, known as the place, where Mao 

Zedong lived and worked and where he laid “the foundation for the founding of the People's 

Republic of China 70 years ago.”  The group from the Senior Buddhist College were explained 

the history behind these sites and how “senior revolutionaries like Zhu De, Liu Shaoqi, Zhou 

Enlai had sacrificed, how it is important to enhance the inheritance of red genes and carry 

forward their sense of responsibilities and urgency.”  

 

The group later visited ‘revolutionary site’ of the Central Library of the CCP and the Office of 

the CCP CC’s Propaganda Department later in the day. After visiting these sites, the group 

reaffirmed their commitment to ‘support the leadership of Xi Jinping as the core, and to uphold 

and lead the direction of Tibetan Buddhism with socialism and to strengthen training in the 

college.’ 

 

Municipal UFWD inspects monasteries in Lhoka 

October 06, 2019 

 

Karma Tsering, Standing Committee Member of Lhoka (Ch: Shannan) Municipal Party 

Committee and head of United Front Work Department conducted an ‘in-depth’ investigation of 

several monasteries in Chusum County of Lhoka and met Monastery Management Cadres.  

Karma Tsering listened to the recent work reports of the Monastery Management Committees, 

including registration of those who have gone for ‘pilgrimages abroad.’ The head of the 
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Municipal UFWD Party Committee told Cadres of the Management Committees and monastery 

cadres in Tashi Chusum Monastery and Gonggar Chode Monastery to resolutely implement 

TAR’s UFWD’s campaign ‘new mission with old heart’ and ‘four consciousness.’ He said 

“stability maintenance in the region is at a critical stage and that all concerned officials should 

take cognisance of its criticality, affirm their ideological standing, to recognize ‘subtle and 

hidden’ threats to stability,” conduct all-out regular inspections and continue to carry the 

propaganda campaign ‘new mission with old heart.’ 

 

TAR UFWD conducts inspections in Lhoka  

October 06, 2019 

 

Danke, Standing Committee member of TAR Party Committee, Deputy Secretary of TAR 

People’s Government, Vice-Chairman of TAR People’s Political Consultative Conference 

(PPCC) and Head of the TAR United Front Work Department (UFWD) inspected eight border 

townships and villages including Yumai in Lhunzi County and Le Township in Tsona County of 

Lhoka (Ch:Shannan) from October 2-5.  The purpose of the visit was to hold in-depth 

discussions with Monastic Management cadres of Mindroling Monastery, Samye Monastery and 

Gongkar Cho Monastery and to supervise border security management. While meeting 

‘grassroot’ cadres and people, Danke appreciated their loyalty and pointed out that Lhunzi and 

Tsona County are implementing directions of the TAR Party Committee and of Lhoka Municipal 

People’s Government conscientiously and with ‘full heart.’ He added that people in these two 

counties function with great political responsibility and promote ‘national security and stability.’ 

He reiterated the need to further strengthen political positions, four consciousness, understand 

sense of urgency and guard against ‘risk/challenges,’ and ensure the role of grassroot 

organizations to enhance their responsibilities in strengthening border control, ensuring harmony, 

stability and manage religious affairs according to law.  

 

Schedule of Danke’s 4-day visit to Lhoka 

 

• October 02 -- inspected Mindroling Monastery in Lhunzi County, met village cadres and 

families in Yumai County.  
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• October 03 -- inspected Gongkar Cho Monastery, met Monastery Management Cadres,  

• October 04 -- inspected National Defense Safety Education Centre and Poverty 

alleviation industry  

• October 05 -- ‘supervised’ and ‘investigated’ border control work in Dranang County of 

Lhoka. 

 

China Tibetan Cultural Exchange Delegation on World Tour  

September 21, 2019  

 

The CCP CC’s State Council Information Office led a delegation of the ‘China Tibet Cultural 

Exchange Group’ to Scandinavian countries like Finland, Denmark, Sweden and South Korea 

and Mongolia.  

 

The China Tibetan Cultural Exchange Group visited South Korea from September 18 to 20. The 

delegation exchanged views with officials of the Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Buddhists, 

experts, scholars and business representatives. On September 19, the Chinese Tibetan Cultural 

Exchange Group visited the Korean Buddhist TV station for an exclusive interview with 

Buddhism TV and had a discussion with the Korean Buddhist community. Members of the 

delegation later went to Sungkyunkwan University to “discuss and communicate with experts 

from the Chengdu Institute of China.”  During the visit, members of the exchange group gave a 

detailed introduction to the experts of the ROK about the history and reality of Tibet, the current 

research on Tibetan studies and the economic and social development of the Dechen area in 

Yunnan.  

 

Li Xiyu, Director of the Chengdu Institute of Chinese Studies, said during the exchange that “the 

contents of the China Tibetan Cultural Exchange Group are very rich. Both the introduction of 

policy theory and the fresh stories from the local have greatly deepened the Korean 

understanding of Chinese Tibetan culture.” Hao Shiyuan, a member of the Chinese Academy of 

Social Sciences, who served as the Head of the Bureau of Human Rights Affairs of the State 

Council Information Office and is a scholar at the China Tibetology Research Center, and a 

member of the Dechen Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture in Yunnan Province also was one of the 
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members of the delegation. Hao Shiyuan said “as a multi-ethnic country, China's Tibetan culture 

with unique plateau characteristics is an inseparable and important part of Chinese culture. The 

cultures of China and South Korea are similar. I believe that this event will help Korean people 

to feel Tibet and Yunnan Tibetan areas in close proximity. We welcome Korean friends to travel, 

and study in Tibet and Yunnan, and feel the changes in the local market.” Park Sung-hsun, 

Ambassador of Cultural and Public Diplomacy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 

of Korea, said “ since the reform and opening up 40 years ago, China's development has been 

changing with each passing day, and the exchanges between China and South Korea have 

become increasingly close. Through the form of cultural exchange groups, it can increase the 

understanding of China from all walks of life in Korea. The relationship continues to consolidate 

and develop.” 

 

On September 20, the Exchange Group visited Denmark, and met officials of the International 

Department of the Danish Parliament in Denmark. They exchanged views on Tibet's political, 

economic and cultural issues. Rees, an international affairs adviser to the International 

Department of the Danish Parliament, said “Denmark is one of the first Western countries to 

establish diplomatic relations with China. The two countries will celebrate the 70th anniversary 

of the establishment of diplomatic relations next year. The Danish government has always 

adhered to the one-China policy and recognized Tibet as an inalienable part of China. This is 

also the consensus of the majority party in the Danish Parliament.” Zhang Yun, Head of the 

Exchange Group and Director of the Institute of History of the China Tibetology Research 

Center, said “the friendship between the two countries has a deep foundation and hopes that the 

two countries can also enhance exchanges and eliminate misunderstandings on Tibet-related 

issues.” During the visit, the delegation also had a discussion with Danish politicians, 

academicians and overseas Chinese. 

 

The delegation visited Sweden from September 25 to 26, where they met with officials of the 

Swedish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, scholars from the Institute for Security and Development 

Policy (ISDP) and the Stockholm University. Berikovister, the Director of the East Asia Section 

of the Asia Pacific Department of Swedish Ministry of Foreign Affairs said, ‘it is meaningful for 

the delegation to shed some light on Tibet’s human rights development from the perspective of 
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history and reality’. They also discussed the localization of religion and how localization of 

religion is important for a religion to integrate into society and realize its own development. 

Zhang Yun said, “Tibet enjoys the same freedom of religious belief as other parts of the country. 

In addition to Tibetan Buddhism, Tibet also has teachings from Islam, Catholicism, and Taoism. 

There are 1,787 temples and 46,000 monks and nuns in Tibet, which better meet the needs of 

people's religious beliefs”. He said that poverty is the pressing issue that Tibet faces today, and 

by 2020, they will finish building a well-off society in an all-round way.   

The same exchange team visited Finland, Mongolia and Japan.  

 

The 18th Army children revisited Lhoka to promote red culture 

September 18, 2019  

 

Lhoka (Shannan) held a symposium to ‘revisit’ the 18th Army (PLA) in Tibet during the 1950s 

occupation of Tibet and invited the children of that Army -most of whom have retired. The 

symposium is to promote ‘Red culture’ and re-visit their father’s road. The symposium promoted 

the new campaign of “not forgetting the initial heart and remembering the new mission”. One of 

those attending was Lu Jibing, the son of Xia Chuan, then the Director of the 18th Army 

Propaganda Department of the PLA. He told local party members and cadres of how the 18th 

army entered Tibet to “liberate” it from the old spirit. He said, “They are the heroes of Tibet, the 

witnesses of history, the heroes of the nation, and their loyalty and selflessness will remain 

forever’. The official introduction to Shannan is not only to relive the heroic deeds of the 18th 

Army soldiers but also make the new generation accept the cultivation of the ‘Red education’. 

Xu Chengcang, Deputy Director of the Standing Committee of the People’s Congress of TAR 

and Secretary of the Shannan Municipal Party Committee said, “to inherit the red gene, be 

absolutely loyal to the party and maintain a clean and honest political character”.  

 

The symposium was attended by the former 18th Army Senior General Zhang Guohua, the 

daughter of Lieutenant General Zhang Xiaokang, the son of Lieutenant General Tan Guansan, 

Tan Yinsheng, and Yin Yin Tang, the female general Yin Jianbai, the former TAR Party 

Committee Secretary Lobsang Tsering’s son Lobsang, the former Deputy Political Commissar of 

the Tibet Military Region Jin Xun, son of Jin Shaoshan, Yang Qikang, son of Yang Jun, the 
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Political Commissar of the 52nd Division of the 18th Army, Zhang Qi, the daughter of the 54th 

Division of the 18th Army, and Chen Mingying, the former 18th Army veteran.  

 

Nyingchi (Linzhi) Pavilion Opened in Guangdong  

September 30, 2019  

 

The first Guangdong East-West Poverty Alleviation and Cooperation Product Trade Fair opened 

in Guangzhou on September 28. The ‘Linzhi Pavilion of Tibet’ was simultaneously opened at the 

trade fair. The pavilion is to connect and export Linzhi’s high-quality specialty products and 

open up the market to Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macau. This is an initiative of the ninth batch 

of Tibet Aid Task Force, Guangdong. Jiang Bai, the Vice Chairman of the TAR and the Deputy 

Commander of the district's poverty alleviation headquarters conducted an onsite inspection to 

learn more about the exhibition area. Liu Guangming, Deputy Secretary of the municipal party 

committee and Executive Deputy Mayor and the leader of the ninth batch of Tibet aid team in 

Guangdong Province accompanied the inspection team to the pavilion. 

 

There was a total of 44 enterprises in the city that meet the requirements of entry into the trading 

market at Tibet Linzhi Pavilion. There are more than 150 kinds of products such as Matsutake, 

Ganoderma Lucidum, Wild Mushroom, Tibetan Pork Ham Products and Highland Ecological 

Tea. On the opening day, Linzhi Pavilion signed a total of 15 projects, of which 7 were strategic 

cooperation agreements with a contractual value of 64.26 million Yuan; 8 purchase contract 

agreement agreements, and the purchase intention amount was 96.8 million Yuan, totalling 

1.6106 billion Yuan. 

 

300 most beautiful strugglers award includes four from TAR  

September 19, 2019  

 

The model citizen/ the most beautiful strugglers award selection of 300 candidates throughout 

China includes four people from Tibetan Autonomous Region (TAR). The four are Kong Fansen, 

former Secretary of the Ali local party committee, Nyima Dhondup, Secretary of the Party 

branch of the ancient village of Shima Township, Yumai, Lhuntse County, Shannan City and 
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Dolkar and Yangzom sisters of the patriotic front, the two sisters who wrote the letter to Xi 

Jinping in 2016. 

 

This "Most Beautiful Struggler" Learning and Publicity Campaign was jointly organized by the 

Central Propaganda Department, the Central Organization Department, the Central United Front 

Work Department, the Central and State Organs Working Committee, the Central Party History 

and the Literature Research Institute, The Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Human 

Resources and Social Security, the State-owned Assets Supervision and Administration 

Commission of the State Council, and the Political Work Department of the Central Military 

Commission. The candidates are the “heroes” who have become “loyal to the party, served the 

motherland, rooted at the grassroots party building in various period of the 70 years of the 

history of China”. The candidates include workers, peasants, soldiers, school’s administration, 

businessmen, party members and other cadres. 278 individuals and 22 collective organizations 

were selected after the review by the relevant departments of the Central and State in addition to 

commendations and mass voting. 

 

TAR Deputy Secretary met with Former Austrian President  

September 20, 2019  

 

Ding Ye, Deputy Secretary of TAR and Party Secretary of the District Political Consultative 

Conference met former the former Austrian President Heinz Fischer who is also the President of 

the Austrian-Chinese Friendship Association. The meeting was attended by Li Xiatong, the 

Chinese Ambassador to Austria and Friedrich Shidifu his Austrian counterpart. Ding Ye praised 

Heinz Fischer’s contribution for friendly cooperation between China and Austria. He said, “At 

present, China-Austria Relations have maintained a good momentum of development. In 

particular, since President Xi Jinping proposed to jointly build the ‘Belt and Road Initiative’, the 

two sides have had frequent exchanges and established China-Austria strategic partnership to 

push its’ pragmatic cooperation to a new level”. He added “Tibet is one of China’s important 

frontier ethnic areas. It is important for the national security, ecological security, tourism culture, 

and for the Chinese national characteristics and its cultural preservation”. He said that with the 

Communist Party and the selfless support of the people, Tibet today enjoys rapid economic 



 

 9 

development, social harmony and religious freedom. People of all ethnic groups in Tibet are 

marching along the path of socialism and building a well off-society. The former Austrian 

President congratulated the 70th anniversary of the founding of the PRC, and 60 years of reform 

in Tibet. He said that the ‘Tibet visit is a long-cherished wish’.  He expects the Austrian-Chinese 

Friendship Association to play an active role in promoting and strengthening Austria and Tibet’s 

exchanges, deepen understanding, enhance mutual trust and expand cooperation. 

 

Himalaya Airlines opens direct flight from Kathmandu to Beijing  

September 30, 2019  

 

Zhou Enyong, President of Himalaya Airline, announced on September 27, that the Himalaya 

airlines (Xihang) had launched a direct flight from Kathmandu to Beijing.  He said that ‘Xihang 

unveiled a new look in the aviation market, and continued to promote trade, cultural exchanges 

and tourism development between China and Nepal. Xihang is jointly established by Tibet Civil 

Aviation Investment Development Co., Ltd. and Nepal Snowman Global Investment Co., Ltd., 

and is headquartered in Kathmandu. It is Nepal's largest foreign direct investment project in the 

civil aviation field. Xihang was established in 2014 and currently has three Airbus A320 aircraft 

operating direct flights from Kathmandu to Doha, Kuala Lumpur, Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Dhaka. 

Zhou Enyong said, “With the opening of direct flights from Kathmandu to Beijing, the history of 

no direct flights between the capitals of Nepal and China will be terminated. At the same time, 

Xihang is actively promoting the opening of direct flights from Kathmandu to Lhasa, Ali, 

Changsha, Nanchang and Guiyang”.  Nepal government has set a target goal to get 200 million 

foreign tourists by 2020, and with the opening up of direct flights to Chinese cities is expected to 

effectively increase the likelihood of achieving this goal. 

 

DEVELOPMENTS IN TIBETAN ETHNIC AREAS OUTSIDE TAR 

 

Ngaba raids home against Dalai Lama’s Portrait  

September 18, 2019  

The Ngaba (Aba) Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture in Sichuan province remains highly 

securitized due to its high record of self-immolations. The local authorities in Ngaba recently 
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raided Tibetan homes to find and destroy the Dalai Lama’s photos. They raided several places 

including Serta in Kardze. The latest raid was conducted at Dzamthang County, Ngaba, Tibetan 

Autonomous Prefecture. The new drive to restrict Dalai Lama’s portrait in Sichuan started in 

April this year.  According to an inside source quoted by Radio Free Asia (RFA) there was no 

arrest and no photos were found during the raid. All the residents were warned that anyone not 

complying with government orders against possession of the photos would face severe 

consequences. Chinese officials have meanwhile toured Tibetan villages and towns in 

neighbouring Qinghai province to promote a campaign against organized crime and other 

activities considered threatening to Beijing’s control over Tibetan areas of China. During their 

tour, Chinese officials spoke in Tibetan and Chinese to explain the purpose of the campaign. 

They warned that the online activities of local Tibetans are monitored especially closely by 

internet censors and police.  

 

(Comment: Authorities in Tibetan areas of China frequently monitor discussions on social media 

and search mobile phones for what they consider politically sensitive content, and foreign news 

broadcasts are heavily restricted.) 

 

The 2nd Mineral Expo of Tsaidam held in Haixi, Qinghai  

September 25, 2019  

 

The 2nd Tsaidam (Qaidam) Mineral Resources and New Material Expo was held at the 

Exhibition Centre of the Haixi Mongolian and Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Qinghai. 

Tsaidam basin is an important strategic natural resource reserve of the Tibetan plateau. China has 

been extensively expanding its mineral and oil exploration for the western development project. 

The mineral resources of the Tsaidam Basin are characterized by high quality concentrated 

distribution of large reserves. 111 different mineral resources have been discovered, 90 minerals 

with proven reserves, and 7 kinds of resource reserves such as potassium, magnesium and 

lithium. China has been building a number of chemicals, oil and gas, coal, metal smelting etc. 

state-level mineral resource bases along with big industries on the Salt Lake chemicals. In recent 

years they have been pushing for cultural tourism and new energy industries.  
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The 2nd Tsaidam (Qaidam) Mineral Resources Development and New Materials Expo has been 

driven by Xi Jinping’s speech on the importance of Qinghai and making it an ecological model 

state. It calls for Haixi’s development to have an open Tsaidam and accelerate conversion of 

Tsaidam’s circular economy test area to a demonstration area. The Expo also seeks to study the 

opportunities offered by the Belt and Road Initiative as part of the western region development, 

and looks forward to strengthening mining cooperation, industrial cooperation, capacity 

cooperation, and technical cooperation. Tsaidam Basin is said to have great potential to 

accelerate scientific and technological innovation. 

 

During the 2nd Tsaidam (Qaidam) Mineral Resources Development and New Materials Expo, 25 

projects were released under the Tsaidam Green Exploration Conference and various agreements 

on new materials and mineral resources including Tsaidam Magnesium Lithium industry, Boron 

Industry Development Forum, New Materials and New Technology Summit Forum etc were 

signed. 

 

TAR Delegation visits Xiling (Xinning), Qinghai  

September 19, 2019  

 

A TAR Party and government delegation visited Qinghai from September 16 to 17, for ‘study 

and research’. On 17 September, they held a Tibet Work Symposium in Xiling. The delegation 

included Wu Yingjie, TAR Party Secretary, Qi Dhala, TAR Deputy Secretary, Deckyi, and the 

representatives of TAR Development and Reform Commission, the Ecological and Environment 

Department, the Agricultural and Rural Affairs Department, the Tourism Development 

Department and other relevant departments and bureaus including party members of Changdu 

city and Nagqu city. It was attended by Wang Jianjun, Party Secretary of Qinghai Province and 

Director of the Standing Committee of the Provincial Party Committee and Liu Ning, Deputy 

Secretary of the Provincial Party Committee and Governor. They introduced the future economic 

and social development plans of the two provinces. The main purpose of the symposium was to 

study the new energy industry project and sign an agreement on ‘Qinghai-TAR Cooperation on 

promotion and development of Agriculture and Animal Husbandry’. The two provinces expect to 

deepen mutual assistance for the development and expansion of the Modern Agriculture 
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Demonstration Park, Qinghai Jinshao Tibetan Medicine, Qinghai Kangjian Biotechnology, and 

Xining Tangdao 637, Qinghai Times New Energy, Qinghai Kekexili, Shengyuan Carpet, 

Qinghai Yellow River upstream hydropower development, Golmud Tibetan Green Industrial 

Park, Golmud Kunlun Road Salt Lake Community, General Building, TAR Government Golmud 

Office, Tibet Tianhai Group Golmud Branch etc. Wu Yingjie said “Qinghai and TAR will carry 

out all-round cooperation in safeguarding social harmony and stability, protecting the plateau 

ecological environment, consolidating and developing national unity, and constantly creating a 

new situation of mutual benefit and development, making new contributions to the common 

prosperity and development of the two provinces and regions, and welcoming new China with 

outstanding achievements”. In Qinghai, the TAR delegation visited Xiling (Xinning) and other 

autonomous prefectures to inspect the conditions of local deep processing agricultural and 

animal husbandry products, tourism culture and clean energy. They were accompanied by 

Qinghai Party committee members Gonpo Tashi, Wang Xiao, Gai Hua and Wang Liming. Wang 

Jainjun, Party Secretary of Qinghai praised the TAR’s practice of “not forgetting the original 

heart, remembering the new mission” campaign and drawing concrete measures to promote 

revolution at individual level.  

 

EXILE TIBETAN NEWS 

 

China reacted to U. S’s new bill on Tibet  

September 20, 2019  

 

On September 13, the House of Representative referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs a 

bill to modify and reauthorize the Tibetan Policy Act of 2002 as ‘Tibetan Policy and Support Act 

of 2019’. The bill intends to put sanctions on any Chinese officials who attempt to interfere in 

the process of Dalai Lama’s succession or other Tibetan Rinpoches. The bill also reiterates ‘the 

reciprocity of consulates’, where no new Chinese consulates will be allowed in the U.S. unless it 

allows to have the U.S. consulate in Lhasa.  

 

On September 19, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Geng Shuang said “the United States 

should stop pushing Tibet-related bill and cease using Tibet-related issues to interfere in China's 
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internal affairs”. He said that the Act severely violates the basic norms governing international 

relations, grossly interferes in China's internal affairs and sends a seriously wrong signal to the 

separatist forces of "Tibetan Independence.  At the press briefing, Geng Shuang stressed that 

China firmly opposes the move. He urged the U.S. to fully recognize the high sensitivity of 

Tibet-related issues and to stop using Tibet-related issues to interfere in China's internal affairs. 

Tibetan affairs, he stressed, are purely China's internal affairs and allow no foreign interference 

 

Exile Tibetan meet rejects ‘with contempt’ China’s assumption of right to appoint next 

Dalai Lama 

October 06, 2019 

  

The Third Special General Meeting of exiled Tibetans called by the Central Tibetan 

Administration (CTA) at Dharamsala, which opened on October 3, concluded on October 5 by 

rejecting communist China’s claim of having an “imperially inherited right” to appoint the next 

Dalai Lama. It declared that the final authority rests indisputably and completely with His 

Holiness the Dalai Lama himself and the concerned authorities of the exile Tibetan leader’s 

Gaden Phodrang Trust. The meeting also reiterated the Dalai Lama’s oft repeated declaration 

made since 1969 that the Tibetan people should decide on the relevance and therefore the need, 

if any, for the continuation of the Dalai Lama institution. The CTA on its Tibet.net website on 

October 5 said “On 5 October 2019, 340 Tibetan authorities representing the three pillars of 

Tibetan democracy: The Kashag; Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile and Tibetan Supreme Justice 

Commission, the five major schools of Tibetan Buddhism and the Tibetan diaspora spread across 

24 countries, unanimously declared the six million Tibetan’s earnest prayers for the 14th Dalai 

Lama to reincarnate as per the Tibetan Buddhist tradition and rejected outrightly China’s 

preposterous interference in the sacred institution of Tibetan reincarnation.” The report said the 

Kashag (cabinet) and the Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile, which jointly convened the 3-day event, 

announced that the two-page declaration of the meeting will be adopted as the official policy of 

the CTA.  Speaker Pema Jungney was quoted as reiterating “No nation, government, entity or 

any individual can claim to recognise the reincarnation of His Holiness the Dalai Lama. The final 

authority on decisions regarding the reincarnation of His Holiness the Dalai Lama rests 

indisputably and completely with His Holiness the Dalai Lama himself and the concerned 
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authorities of the Gaden Phodrang Trust.” The meeting rejected ‘with contempt’ Order No. 5 

issued in 2007 by China’s State Administration of Religious Affairs for the “management of the 

reincarnation of living Buddhas”. The order declared that all reincarnations of tulkus of Tibetan 

Buddhism must get government approval, otherwise they are “illegal or invalid”. The meeting 

unanimously endorsed the Dalai Lama’s 2011 declaration that if the decision is arrived at to 

continue the institution of the Dalai Lama, the responsibility for the recognition of his 

reincarnation shall primarily rest with the Gaden Phodrang Trust, which will follow his written 

instructions for the purpose. 

 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------END OF REPORT--------------------------------- 

 


