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TAR NEWS 

 

Tibet Insight News: October 2020  

 

Head of TAR UFWD inspects Zezhol Monastery in Chamdo 

October 30, 2020 

 

On October 28, Danke, Standing Committee Member of TAR Party Committee, Minister of 

TAR United Front Work Department (UFWD) and Vice-Chairman of TAR Political 

Consultative Conference (PPCC) inspected Zezhol Monastery, an important and one of the 

oldest monasteries of the Yundrung Bon sect, in Chamdo.  

 

The inspection was to evaluate the monastery’s understanding and implementation of the 

‘spirit’ of the Seventh Work Forum on Tibet, investigate monastic management and ascertain 

the “progress” of patriotic re-education activities especially the “four standards to become 

exemplary monks and nuns”. At a meeting during his visit, Danke shared that a blueprint of 

how to build a ‘united, prosperous, harmonious and socialist new Tibet’ was drafted after the 

Seventh Work Forum on Tibet and the TAR Party Committee’s eighth plenary session.  He 

said the primary political task of religious institutions and representatives, at present and in the 

future, should be to study in-depth and comprehensively of the spirit of the Tibet Work Forum, 

Xi Jinping’s “strategic exposition” of governing and stabilising Tibet’s borders, and 

“sinicization of Tibetan Buddhism”.  

 

Briefly, the Head of TAR UFWD stressed the following:  

1. The need to resolutely study, implement and carry forward the spirit of all the seven 

work forums on Tibet, unify political positions, unswervingly follow the path of 

socialism with Chinese characteristics, safeguard national unity and strengthen all 

propaganda campaigns;  

2. The need to reciprocate the love to the “core”, meaning to Xi Jinping and his “special 

care and love” for Tibet, thereby improving political and ideological consciousness,  

3. Upholding the rule of law:  the religious circles, monks and nuns must abide by the 

thoughts of Xi Jinping, and by the belief that the “country is greater than religion”, and 

comes first.  
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4. Establish “a good image of Tibetan religious figures, monks and nuns, they should meet 

the standards of political reliability, morally convincing and good characters”.  

5. With Zezhol monastery as an example for its “tradition of patriotism and love”, the 

monks and nuns must continue on the same path under the aegis of the Dengchen 

County Party Committee and the Zezhol Monastic Management Committee.  

 

Ngari propagates “spirit” of the Seventh Work Forum on Tibet in Educational 

Institutions  

October 17, 2020  

 

Since the conclusion of the Seventh Work Forum on Tibet, the TAR Party Committee further 

intensified propaganda activities, including dissemination of the “spirit” of work forums and 

meetings organised by the CCP CC, throughout all the prefectures and subordinate 

administrative divisions.   The “spirit” of the work forum is being propagated across 

monasteries, educational institutions, public places, private enterprises, villages, Districts and 

Towns in Tibet. Sonam Tsetan, Member of Ngari Prefectural Committee and Minister of Ngari 

Propaganda Department spearheaded the campaign in the middle schools in Ngari. He invited 

all teachers and students to a lecture on “Cherish the Present, Love the Party and the Country, 

Strive to be a good student of the Four Consciousness and Four Loves”.  All Party and 

Government agencies, enterprises, and institutions at all levels in Ngari were mandated to make 

full use of propaganda media such as display screens, publicity columns, exhibitions boards, 

billboards and banners to display more than 15,000 propaganda slogans.  

 

Opposing the Dalai Lama as one of the criteria to get employed  

October 30, 2020  

 

The Organization Department of Ngari recently announced employment opportunities for 

college graduates to work in rural areas in order to “consolidate base for rural revitalisation” 

and village workforce. The announcement was for professionals to work in the rural areas of 

Ngari including four in Gar County, one in Rutok County, five in Gerze County, one in Gelgye 

County, four in Zanda County, two in Burang County, and two in Tsochen county.  The first 

criteria for recruitment is political reliability with the disqualification of any potential applicant 

who has ambiguous political attitudes on “opposing separatism”, “exposing and criticising the 

14th Dalai Lama”, “Safeguarding unification of the motherland”, “strengthening national 
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unity”, “detachment from the party and people, “sympathising with the Dalai Clique” and 

“participating in separatist and sabotage activities”.  

 

Propagation of the Seventh Work Forum on Tibet in Dingri County  

 

The Deputy Secretary of the Municipal Party and Mayor of Shigatse, Liu Hushan went to 

Dingri County on October 27 to propagate the conclusions of the Seventh Work Forum on 

Tibet to party members, cadres stationed in the monasteries and nunneries, monks, nuns and 

lay people in Dingri County. Chronicling his personal experiences since the 1980s, the Mayor 

made a comparative study of the achievements of Tibet thus far. He spoke on the significance 

of the Seventh Work Forum on Tibet, the CCP CC’s strategy of governing Tibet in the new era 

and Xi Jinping’s thoughts and strategies to fight against separatism.  In addition to emphasising 

the “four standards to become good monks and nuns” and “four consciousness” (of ‘feel, 

favour, listen and follow the party”), he asked everyone to draw a “clear line from and between 

the 14th Dalai Lama and the Dalai Clique” and advised against “infiltration and sabotage 

activities”. He also stressed the promotion of Buddhism to Socialism with Chinese 

characteristics.  

 

Wangdu visited front-line PSB officers 

October 9, 2020 

  

Wangdu, the Deputy Secretary of the Municipal Party Committee and Mayor of Nyingtri (in 

Chinese: Linzhi) visited the Municipal Guoan Command Center, the Yak Square Traffic Police 

Detachment, and the Municipal Border Management Bureau and Yongjiu village. He met 

officers of the ‘convenience’ and Xincheng District Police Station and congratulated them for 

maintaining civil and social stability in the province. He praised the public security and police 

officers for not leaving their place of duty during the holiday season and said 'It is a team that 

is worthy of the trust of the Party and the Municipal government and the people'. He added that 

'the public security officers must follow the general requirements such as 'loyalty to the party,' 

will to serve the people, fair law enforcement and strict discipline' that has been put forward 

by General Secretary Xi Jinping.' He also encouraged people to pay equal attention to their 

health and mental state so that they could perform various duties and earnestly serve the people. 
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China has relocated more than 14 villages from Pasho, Chamdo 

October 22, 2020 

  

Chinese authorities relocated up to 1,744 Tibetan villagers among 338 households from 14 

villages in the Palsho county in eastern Tibet on October 7, 2020. They were relocated to newly 

built buildings near Chamdo city. Relocations have often been carried out under the poverty 

alleviation scheme and a similar relocation project as part of poverty alleviation was done in 

2016 when thousands of people from Pasho were moved to 16 newly constructed relocation 

sites. 

 

Robert Destro is appointed as the U.S. Special Coordinator for Tibetan Issues 

October 14, 2020 

  

Robert Destro, who has served as Assistant Secretary for the Bureau of Democracy, Human 

Rights, and Labor (DRL) since September 2019, was concurrently appointed the United States 

Special Coordinator for Tibetan Issues  in October 2020.   

  

The mission statement for the Special Coordinator for Tibet is: “The Office of the U.S. Special 

Coordinator for Tibetan Issues leads U.S. efforts to promote meaningful dialogue between the 

People’s Republic of China (PRC) and His Holiness the Dalai Lama or his representatives on 

Tibetan autonomy; to protect the unique religious, cultural, and linguistic identity of Tibetans; 

and to press for their human rights to be respected”. 

  

Zhao Lijian opposed the U.S. appointment of Special Coordinator for Tibetan Issues 

October 16, 2020 

 

China opposed the United States appointing a Special Coordinator for Tibetan issues and urged 

Washington 'to stop undermining the development and stability of the region or using the issue 

to interfere in China's domestic affairs.' Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian said 

at the routine news conference that “Tibet affairs are China's internal affairs that brook no 

external interference”. "The setting up of the so-called coordinator for Tibetan issues is political 

manipulation to interfere in China's domestic affairs and undermine the development and 

stability of the region" and China would never acknowledge such a post. He further added that 

“People of all ethnic groups in the Tibet autonomous region are part of the big family of the 
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Chinese nation since its peaceful liberation, Tibet has seen prosperous economic growth, 

harmonious and stable society, and cultural development”. Zhao Lijian added that the U.S. has 

been citing "human rights" as an excuse to meddle in Tibetan affairs, including introducing 

acts related to Tibetan issues and putting visa restrictions on Chinese officials and that China 

has taken countermeasures against relevant U.S. individuals and will take all necessary 

measures to safeguard its interests. 

 

A law and policy training conducted for monks and nuns in the Dzoge region of eastern 

Tibet 

October 13, 2020 

  

The Chinese government organised a "constitutional law and policy" training day on October 

12 for Tibetan monks and nuns in the Dzoge region of eastern Tibet. The training took place 

in monasteries with members of the Monastic Management Committee. The main aim of the 

training was to teach official policies and laws on religion, national security and stability while 

increasing the patriotism and obedience of the monks and nuns. 

   

Monks and nuns of the Larung Gar Monastery instructed to study the Seventh Central 

Tibet Work Forum 

October 23, 2020 

  

On September 23, Xiao Youcai, Deputy Secretary of the Ganzi Tibetan Autonomous 

Prefecture's Party Committee, visited the Larung Gar Monastery. During his visit, Xiao asked 

all monks and nuns to implement the spirit of the Seventh Central Tibet Work Forum. Xiao 

Youcai stressed the importance of adapting religion with a socialist society and the need to 

study and implement Xi's message strictly. He said “We must increase our preaching efforts so 

that the party and the state's religious policies, laws and regulation should enter the hearts of 

the masses of religious figures and devotees". 
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Construction of vital section of Sichuan-Tibet railway set to begin, to help deliver 

strategic materials to India border 

November 1, 2020  

  

The Global Times (October 31) reported that the Sichuan-Tibet railway, which is of great 

significance in safeguarding national unity and maintaining border stability, will begin  

construction of its most difficult section i.e. the section between Ya’an in China’s Sichuan 

Province and Linzhi (Tibetan: Nyingtri) in Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR). China Railway 

announced (October 31) the bidding results for the construction of two tunnels and one bridge, 

as well as the power supply project for the Ya’an-Linzhi section, indicating that construction 

of the project was about to begin. The Global Times quoted Xiong Kunxin, an Ethnic Studies 

Professor at the Tibet University in Lhasa as saying the Sichuan-Tibet Railway will not only 

accelerate and enhance the overall economic development of the Tibet region, but play an 

important role in safeguarding border stability. As a major infrastructure project, he said, the 

railway will improve transport that has hindered exchanges between the Tibet region and the 

rest of China, and help transport advanced equipment and technologies from other places to 

Tibet and bring local products out. Qian Feng, Director of the Research Department at the 

National Strategy Institute at Tsinghua University, said, “If a scenario of a crisis happens at 

China-India border, the railway will provide great convenience for China’s delivery of strategic 

materials.”  

 

TAR PPCC held meeting to study and discuss the spirit of fifth Plenary session 

November 04, 2020  

 

Chaired by Ding Yexian, Executive Deputy Secretary of the TAR Party Committee, and 

Secretary of TAR PPCC, a meeting was held on November 3, to study the proceedings of the 

CCP CC’s Fifth Plenary Session and its implementation in TAR. The meeting was attended by 

Gao Yang, Deputy Secretary and Vice Chairman of TAR PPCC and members of the TAR 

PPCC Lobsang Jigme, Sonam Rinzin, Wang Yalin, Zhuo Ga, and Lei Guilong.  

 

At the meeting, Ding Yexian emphasised that the TAR PPCC needs to improve its “political 

position” and strengthen various propaganda campaigns such as the “four consciousness”, “two 

safeguards”, and “four confidences”. He reiterated the importance of implementing the goals 
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and tasks outlined in the session into action, and working in cohesion to build a “socialist new 

Tibet”.  

 

Villagers from Risong relocated to Border areas of Rutok County 

November 25, 2020 

 

In November, villagers from Risong village of Rutok County were moved further into the 

borders of Rutok in Ngari after the completion of a border-village in the area.  The Two-

Committees Village Team of Risong village coordinated the relocation process, and the 

households that were relocated were given 20,000 yuan as ‘Collective Economic Cooperation’ 

and a welcome gesture. A total of 104 households were relocated to their new houses on the 

border. A Chinese national flag was planted on the roof of each house. The new-border village 

is equipped with public toilets, street lights, gardens, and squares, rural passenger transport 

stations, garbage dumps and other infrastructure facilities.  The relocated Tibetans were urged 

to “listen to the party, appreciate the party, follow the party and be a guardian of the county”.  

 

Crackdown on “illegal and criminal virtual communications” 

November 27, 2020  

 

The TAR Public Security Bureau (PSB) announced at a press conference on November 26, that 

it had cracked down on 164 cases of “illegal communication activities” and arrested 146 

suspects in the period between January to October 2020. It said the TAR PSB worked on a 24/7 

hour duty basis to detect, block, and deal with changing tactics of “cybercrime”. From January-

October 2020, a total of more than 225,000 calls were intercepted and 13,637 users came under 

suspicion. The Joint Communication Administration of the PSBs and China Telecom had shut 

down 200 “illegal phone numbers”, sold more than 30,000 numbers online and intercepted 

suspected numbers. Since May 2020, Nyingtri (Ch: Linzhi), Lhoka (Ch: Shannan), and Lhasa 

uncovered virtual “fraud” cases worth over 3 million yuan each and deployed special joint 

action forces comprising103 officers in 25 districts and arrested 85 suspects. Pasang, Deputy 

Chief of the Criminal Investigation Team of TAR PSB urged people to report immediately so 

that actions can be met sooner. 

 

 

 



 

 9 

Party Secretary of Shigatse in Namling Chode Monastery to “preach” the monks 

November 17, 2020  

 

Zhang Yangqing, Party Secretary of Shigatse (Ch: Xigaze) and Vice Chairman of TAR 

People’s Government, visited Namling Chode Monastery in Shigatse’s Namling County -- a 

county often referred to as the gateway to Mount Kailash and Far West Tibet -- to personally 

teach monks of the monastery the ‘spirit’ of the CCP CC’s Fifth Plenum  and the Seventh Work 

Forum on Tibet. He affirmed the “positive contributions made by the monastery in 

strengthening the struggle against separatism, in managing religious affairs, maintaining social 

stability and for promoting national unity”. The Party Secretary repeatedly emphasised that 

Monastic Management Officials and monks should carry out in-depth and sustained opposition 

against the “separatist activities of the Dalai Lama and the Dalai Clique” and added that 

national unity must be safeguarded.  Shigatse Party Secretary Zhang Yangqing also focussed 

on the promotion of sinicization of Tibetan Buddhism and the role of religious figures in 

adapting Tibetan Buddhism to Chinese socialist society. After his lecture to the monks, he 

listened to the report of the County’s Inspection Committee.  

 

UFWD of Bome County of Nyingtri trains Teaching Faculty of Tibetan Buddhism  

November 19, 2020  

 

The United Front Work Department (UFWD) of Bome County of Nyingtri (Ch: Linzhi) 

organised a special training workshop for the teaching staff of Tibetan Buddhism in the County. 

Wan Yonggan, Executive Deputy Minister of the UFWD of the County inaugurated the 

workshop on November 16, 2020. The Inaugural session was attended by all officials of the 

County UFWD, and more than 30 monk-teachers. The participants were told to comply and 

abide by the basic principles and policies of the Party on religious affairs, set clear political 

positions, hold the “great banner of socialism with Chinese characteristics” and safeguard 

national unity to become role model monks who are politically reliable, morally uncorrupted, 

and who promote adaptation of Tibetan Buddhism to Socialism”. During the Workshop, the 

monk-teachers were specifically trained for teaching Tibetan Buddhism as per law and were 

asked to study and implement the spirit of the CCP CC Fifth Plenum and the Seventh Work 

Forum on Tibet.   They were told to focus on “"Regulations on the Establishment of a Model 

Area for National Unity and Progress in the TAR", "National Security Law", "Regulations on 
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Religious Affairs" and "Administrative Measures on the Reincarnation of Tibetan Buddhist 

Living Buddhas" in their teachings to monks at monasteries.  

 

A meeting held for Religious figures in Tsomey County of Lhoka  

November 25, 2020 

 

A meeting specifically designed for religious heads of Tsomey County of Lhoka (Ch: Shannan) 

was organised by the United Front Work Department of the County on November 23, 2020. 

Phuntsok, Standing Committee Member and Head of the County’s United Front Work 

Department (UFWD), and Director of the Civil Affairs Bureau of the County, presided over 

the meeting which was attended by 24 religious heads, five Monastery Management Officials, 

and 16 other Monastery and UFWD officials. A total of 45 persons attended the 

meeting. Religious heads made speeches of their understanding and awareness of the 

proceedings of the CCP CC Fifth Plenum and the seventh Work Forum on Tibet,  Xi Jinping’s 

thoughts on religious affairs, sinicization of Tibetan Buddhism and its adaptation to socialism. 

The meeting concluded that the Monastic cadres and religious heads need to involve more 

proactively in strengthening propaganda campaigns such as “Four Consciousness”, “Four Self-

Confidences”, and “Two Safeguards” in the county.  

 

TAR People’s Congress held 23rd Standing Committee Meeting  

November 29, 2020 

 

The TAR People’s Congress held its 23rd Standing Committee Members meeting to discuss 

economic and social development initiatives in the next five years plan period. Presided over 

by Lobsang Gyaltsen, Chairman of TAR People’s Congress, the meeting was attended by eight 

grassroots members, Nyima Paljor, Tao Mingjun, Pasang Tsering, You Xiaolei, Fan Yuqiao, 

Zhuo Yong, Tashi Dorjee and Phurbu Yangchen and other members of the TAR People’s 

Congress.  

 

Lobsang Gyaltsen, in his speech said the CCP CC Fifth Plenum and the seventh Work Forum 

on Tibet have drawn a blueprint for building a “new socialist and modern Tibet” and that all 

organs of the TAR People’s congress should pull up their socks in implementing the blueprint 

and must unify their thoughts and actions and shoulder greater responsibilities in conducting 
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propaganda campaigns such as the “Four Consciousness”, “Four Self-Confidences”, and “Two 

Safeguards”. He listened to the work reports of the eight grassroots representatives.  

 

DEVELOPMENTS IN TIBETAN ETHNIC AREAS OUTSIDE TAR 

 

Tibet Insight News: November 2020 

 

China launches ‘The Third Pole of the Earth’ brand for Tibet products 

November 11, 2020  

 

 The Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR) government launched (November 9) a brand named 

“The Third Pole of the Earth” which it hopes will become iconic for local specialities from 

various parts of the region.  Managed by the Lhasa-based The Third Pole of the Earth Industrial 

Development Co, Ltd., the new brand covers local products like natural drinking water, 

highland barley and yak products, all selected strictly from their places of origin. China’s online 

Tibet news service (November 10) also cited Yao Tandong, an academician with the Chinese 

Academy of Sciences, to say that developing the brand for Tibet was of great significance and 

represented global vision as it had unique characteristics, climate and influences. 

 

Xi urged to accelerate the construction of the Sichuan Tibet Railway Construction 

November 10, 2020 

  

Chinese President Xi Jinping has urged efforts to accelerate construction of the Sichuan-Tibet 

Railway project with high quality.   He issued the instruction prior to the beginning of the 

construction of the Sichuan-Tibet Railway's Ya'an-Nyingchi section in November. He 

emphasised that the project is crucial to facilitating the Party's general plan for governing Tibet 

in the new era and stressed the project's important role in safeguarding national unity, 

promoting ethnic solidarity, and consolidating stability in border areas. Chinese Premier Li 

Keqiang also emphasized prioritizing the safety, reliability, and quality of the project, and 

called for coordinated efforts to promote construction, prevent epidemics and people's well-

being. Joining a video conference streamed to three locations to mark the start of the Ya'an-

Nyingchi section's construction, PB member and Vice Premier Liu He conveyed Xi Jinping's 

instruction and announced the beginning of the project. 

 



 

 12 

With a designed speed of between 120 to 200 km per hour, the 1,011-km section between Ya'an 

in Sichuan and Nyingtri in TAR is the third part of the Sichuan-Tibet Railway, which will be 

constructed by the China State Railway Group Co., Ltd. The project's Chengdu-Ya'an section 

became operational in December 2018, and construction of the Lhasa-Nyingchi section started 

in June 2015, and is expected to become operational in 2021. 

 

China built four new bi-lingual training centers of the Chinese Law in Ganzi Prefecture, 

Sichuan 

November 23, 2020 

  

In order to improve the legal literacy of Tibetans, China has built four new bi-lingual centers 

for training and teaching the Chinese constitution and the rules and regulations of the State.   

This training has been conducted in the form of online lectures, teaching at far off remote 

grasslands and also in monasteries and nunneries. The four centers are all under Kardze ( in 

Chinese: Ganzi Autonomous Prefecture) and located in the Dartsedo (Ch: Kangding), Nyarong 

(Ch: Xinlong), and Paul (Ch: Baiyu) counties. 1,057 judicial assistants proficient in the Chinese 

and Tibetan language have been deployed to lecture in monasteries, and 1,322 Chinese law 

propaganda billboards have been placed in villages throughout the Prefecture. 30,000 monks 

and nuns have so far been given legal instruction by the Justice Department of TAR, the United 

Front Work Department, and the Religious Bureau of the TAR in collaboration.  

 

A seminar on re-interpretation of Tibetan Buddhism doctrines held in Beijing 

November 23, 2020 

 

A seminar on re-interpretation of Tibetan Buddhism doctrines held in Beijing was attended by 

Sitar, Deputy Director of the Central Tibet Office and member of the CPPCC Standing 

Committee, Gyaltsen Norbu, Vice Chairman of the Chinese Buddhist Association and 

Chairman of the Tibet Branch of the Chinese Buddhist Association. Both  delivered speeches. 

Zheng Dui, Director-general of the China Tibetology Research Center, and Zhang Qi, 

Executive Vice-president of the Chinese Tibetan Studies Department, also spoke at the meeting 

which was chaired by Chen Zongrong, Party Secretary of the China Tibetology Research 

Center. 

 



 

 13 

Gyaltsen Norbu underscored three central features for teaching Tibetan Buddhism; (i) 

Conforming to the requirements of the times and adhering to the right direction by underlining 

the importance of an in-depth study and understanding Xi's speech at the Seventh Central Tibet 

Work Forum, always adhering to the direction of Sinicisation of Tibetan Buddhism, which 

should be a combination of cultivating the core valuesof socialism and imbibing the traditional 

Chinese culture; (ii) The interpretation of religion should be realistic and problem-oriented. 

This meant that people in Tibetan Buddhism circles need to improve their own quality in 

accordance with the requirements of the "four standards." (iii) It was necessary to strengthen 

overall planning and coordination among Tibetan-related Buddhist institutions like the Chinese 

Buddhist Association, the China Tibetan Studies Center, and the Advanced Buddhist Institute 

of the Chinese and Tibetan Language Department. The Tibetan Buddhist Association should 

extensively mobilise monks and nuns to actively participate and promote the formation of a 

consensus on the doctrinal interpretation; and the Chinese Tibetan Buddhist Institute should 

lead all levels of Tibetan Buddhist academies, integrate the doctrinal interpretation and 

teaching, and continuously improve the three-level academic titles system; the China 

Tibetology Research Center should study the overall plan for the interpretation of the doctrine, 

and integrate the research think-tanks and research communities around forming a ‘Tibetan 

Buddhist ideological system with Chinese characteristics’, and consolidate the ideological 

foundation for Tibetan Buddhism to adapt to the socialist society. Gyaltsen Norbu, the Chinese-

selected Panchen Lama said that “the Tibetan Buddhist community should consciously study 

and implement the spirit of the Seventh Central Committee on Tibet Work Forum and promote 

the sinicisation of Tibetan Buddhism”.  

 

(Comment: The Advanced Buddhist Academy of the Chinese Tibetan Language Department 

has worked on improving its system and mechanism and increased the training of the senior 

Tibetan Buddhist monks to actively advance the direction of sinicisation of Tibetan Buddhism 

and guiding Tibetan Buddhism to adapt to a socialist society).  

 

China awards the loyalist as National and Advanced National Model Workers of the year 

November 25, 2020 

 

Chinese President Xi Jinping  awarded 1,689 "National Model Workers" and 804 "National 

Advanced Workers" from all walks of life on November 24, 2020. 

 Following are the Tibetans who received the awards: 
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 Sichuan awarded 94 workers, out of which only two are Tibetans, namely Song Fei,  Deputy 

Chief of the Criminal Investigation Division of the Public Security Bureau of Aba Tibetan and 

Qiang Autonomous Prefecture, and Chime Dorje (in Ch: Qimei Duoji), Team Leader of China 

Post Group Corporation, Ganzi. 

  

Yunnan selected 57 National and Advanced National model workers, and there is only one 

Tibetan awardee. Tibu, a Senior Agronomist, and Director of Agricultural and Rural Economic 

Development Service Center of Dechen (in Ch: Diqing) Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture. 

  

Gansu awarded 48 National Model Workers, and out of which one person is of Tibetan 

nationality. Pema Namgyal, Chief of the Fire Rescue Brigade, Diebu County, Gannan Tibetan 

Autonomous Prefecture, Gansu Province 

  

Qinghai awarded 35 National Model Workers, out of which 6 are of Tibetan nationality viz. 

i) Yue Hong, Deputy President of Main County Branch, Agricultural Bank of China 

ii)  Tagha  (Zaga), Chairman of the Zangdi Animal Husbandry Cooperative in Qumalai County, 

Yushu Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, member of the Disciplinary Committee of Geqian 

Village, Yuegai Town, Qumalai County 

iii)  Caibao, Haibei Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Quanji Township, Gangcha County, 

Ningxia Ecological Animal Husbandry Professional Cooperative Production Manager, 

Ningxia Village Party Branch Secretary 

iv)  Dorten (Duodan) (Tibetan) Party branch secretary of Geduo Village, Tawu Township, 

Main County, Guoluo Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture 

v)  Hou Shengzhen,  Professor of Qinghai University 

vi)  Choeyang Kyi (in Ch: Qiyang Shi) (female, Tibetan), a race walking athlete, a second-

level coach, and an international athlete of the Qinghai Provincial Sports Work Team 

  

TAR awarded a total of 29 people, four under the category of Advanced National Model 

Workers, and rest as National Model Workers. 

  

Advanced Model workers: 

i)  Jampa Namgyal (Xiangba Nanjia), chief of the Khro (Karuo) District Brigade,   Chamdo 

(Changdu) Detachment, Fire and Rescue Corps 
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ii) Tashi Dhondup (Zhaxi Dunzhu), third-level sergeant, Nierong Town Police Station, Nierong 

County Public Security Bureau 

iii) Norbu (Luobu), first-level chief staff member of the Association of Tibetan Compatriots 

Abroad in Lhasa 

iv) Tsering Dhondup (Ciren Dunzhu), chief physician, senior chief physician, Center for 

Disease Control and Prevention 

  

National Model Workers: 

  

i) Kel Norbu (Ga Luobu), militia platoon leader, Gyeru (Jiru) Village, Gampa (Gangba) Town, 

Gampa (Gangba) County, Shigatse (Xigaze) City 

ii)  Karma Tsegyal (Gamazejia), secretary of the Party Branch of Gyang-ngon (Jueen) Village, 

Gyang-ngon (Jueen )Township, Tengchen (Dingqing) County, Chamdo (Changdu) 

iii)  Phunlak (Pingla), Chairman of the Mangphen Mirik (Limin Minzu) Handicraft Processing 

Farmers Professional Cooperative in Tashi Dzom (Zhaxi Zong) Township, Lhatse (Lazi) 

County 

iv) Sodol (Suo Zhen), head nurse and junior nurse at Tibet Fukang Medical Co., Ltd. 

v) Tashi Nyima (Zhaxi Nima), State Grid Tibet Electric Power Co., Ltd., Lhasa Power Supply 

Company Urban Power Supply Service Center, Deputy Team Leader 

vi) Yeshi Dolkar (Yixi Zhuoga), general manager of China Post Group Corporation Tsonyi 

(Shuanghu) County Branch 

vii) Dorjee Norbu (Duoji Luobu), secretary of the Party Committee and chairman of Tibet 

Thomson (Gaozheng) Building Materials Group, and Khalam (Tianlu) Group Co., Ltd. senior 

engineer 

viii) Tsedup (Ceng Zhu), deputy team leader of the Chuerol (Jurui) Farmers and Herdsmen 

Professional Cooperative, Rongtoe (Rongduo) Township, Jiali County 

ix) Gyakloe (Jialu), head of the Developed Farmers’ Cooperative in Zangri (Sangri) County 

x). Norbu Dhondup (Luobu Dunzhu), secretary of the Party and Mass Department of China 

Telecom Group Corporation Tibet Branch 

xi) Lhadron (La Zhen), person in charge of Changthang Yardrok (Jiangtang Yangzhou) Tibetan 

Restaurant 

Lhakchung (Laqiong), workshop director of Tibet Highland Barley Technology Co., Ltd. 

xii) Tsering Dhondup (Ciren Dunzhu), manager of Milk Source Department of Tibet Plateau 

Yak Dairy Co., Ltd. 
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xiii) Nyima Dhondup (Nima Dunzhu), head of Farmers’ Professional Cooperative in Chamguk 

(Qiangu) Village, Woma (Wuma) Township, Ghertse (Gaize) County 

xiv) Tsering Tsomo (Ciren Cuomo), Director of Production Workshop of Tibet Ganlu Tibetan 

Medicine Co., Ltd. 

xv) Jing Wenchang, Deputy Chief Engineer of the Chief Engineering Office of China Railway 

First Survey and Design Institute Group Co., Ltd., professor-level senior engineer 

xvi) Li Yilei (female) CNPC Tibet Xigaze Sales Branch Officer 

xvii) Lei Yan (female) Manager of Financial Accounting Department, Shannan Branch of 

China Construction Bank Corporation, Intermediate Economist 

xviii) Min Wu Head and In-charge of Nagchu mall 

xix) Peng Hui, responsible for the financial assets department of Huadian Tibet Energy Co., 

Ltd., intermediate accountant 

 xx) Yao Lina (female) Deputy Manager of the Party and Mass Labor and Human Resources 

Department of Lhasa Nuanxin Gas Heating Co., Ltd. 

xxi) Ma Dan (female) Teacher, Senior Teacher, Donghui Middle School, Shannan City 

xxii) Guo Linhai, Deputy Director of the Health Care Bureau of the Tibet Autonomous Region 

Health Commission 

xxiii) Hua Demi (female, Hui nationality) Director of the Second Pulmonary Department of 

the Third People's Hospital of Tibet Autonomous Region, deputy chief physician 

  

China Plans a build a major hydropower project on Yarlung Tsangpo 

November 30, 2020 

 

In the 14th  five year plan (2021-2025), China intends to "implement hydropower exploitation 

in the downstream of the Yarlung Zangbo River," as one of its long-term goals till 2035. Yan 

Zhiyong, Chairman of the Power Construction Corp of China, or POWERCHINA stated at the 

40th anniversary of the founding of the China Society for Hydropower Engineering that "There 

is no parallel in history…Yarlung Tsangpo hydropower project will be a historic opportunity 

for the Chinese hydropower industry”. Lin Boqiang, Director of the China Center for Energy 

Economics Research at Xiamen University, said 'hydropower projects on cross-border rivers 

cannot be developed without communication and cooperation between upstream and 

downstream countries. The hydropower development of the Yarlung Zangbo River will 

provide more opportunities for cooperation between China and South Asian countries, which 

can learn from the mode of the Lancang-Mekong cooperation mechanism through dialogue 
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and establishment of cooperation mechanisms to promote the comprehensive utilization and 

development of water resources'.  

 

Tibet Insight News: December 2020 

 

Chairman of TAR People’s Government inspects four counties in Ngari  

December 04, 2020  

 

Chairman of TAR People’s Government and Deputy Secretary of TAR Party Committee, 

Chedak la aka Qizhala inspected four counties of Ngari from November 29 to December 3. 

The purpose of his inspection to Geza, Gegye, Gar and Rutok counties of Ngari (Ch:Ali) was 

to investigate progress in the consolidation of borders, to evaluate “poverty alleviation” 

projects, and establishment of industrial development. He was accompanied by Luo Mei, Vice 

Chairman of TAR People’s Government. Qizhala visited villages including Duoma village on 

the border of India’s Ladakh and met grassroot cadres in the agricultural and pastoral areas. He 

visited homes of resettled families in Wujiang village in the East of Rutok County, and inquired 

about the progress in construction of border villages, income of border residents, and 

emphasised the need to focus on border consolidation and security.  He added that the TAR 

Party Committee under instructions of the CCP CC will extend favourable policies for people 

living in the borders with funds and projects. He urged the Tibetans there to “remember the 

Party’s care, and be guardian of the sacred land”.  Qizhala also met soldiers stationed in Ngari, 

and enthused them “not to get afraid of high altitude, lack of oxygen, and hardships” but rather 

“focus on strengthening and consolidation of borders”. 

 

Strong Frontier Work Conference held in Shigatse  

December 10, 2020 

 

For the first time, a 2-day (Deceber 8-9) work conference specifically themed on ‘Strong 

Frontiers” was organized by the TAR Party Committee in Dromo (Ch: Yadong) county of 

Shigatse (Ch: Xigaze).   The Work Conference was attended by Wu Yingjie, Party Secretary 

of TAR, who is also the first secretary of the Party Committee of the Tibet Military Region, 

Director of the Border Defense Committee of TAR, and Director of the Military-Civilian 

Integration Committee of TAR; Qizhala, Chairman of TAR People’s Government; and TAR 
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Party Committee Standing Committee members Jiang Jie, He Wenhao, Pema Wangdui, Liu 

Jiang; and the Chief of Staff of the Armed Police Tibet Corps, Lin Haiping.  

 

The Work Conference focussed on Xi Jinping’s strategy of governing Tibet’s borders,  and 

discussed how to deploy works to accelerate construction of border areas to consolidate and 

ensure border defense and border security. Wu Yingjie pointed out that Tibet being a special 

border region has always received “great attention and care” of the CCP CC and that since the 

18th Party Congress, Xi Jinping had issued  a series of expositions, and policies, many 

concerning border planning and stabilizing Tibet.  

He made the following points in his speech at the work conference.  

 

 

1. All must improve political position, improve understanding of the pertinency of 

strengthening borders, and thereby implement key tasks in ensuring border security with 

absolute loyalty to the CCP CC 

2. To defend the territorial integrity of the county, and that every inch of the “sacred land” 

is guarded and consolidated 

3. To maintain social stability in border areas, adhering to the strategy of preventing 

risks/problems before they even occur, and strong resistance against “separatism”. 

4. To improve the living standards of border residents, giving them benefits, increase 

project funds to frontline workers in the border,  extend public services and fill borders. 

 

Relevant departments of TAR and representatives of the border cities, counties and townships 

discussed ways of strengthening borders of Tibet. The meeting was attended by officers of  the 

PLA Air Force Lhasa base, TAR military-civilian integration development committee, TAR 

border Defense Committee, and TAR well-off border village construction work 

Headquarter  unit members , concerned officials of the seven prefectures,  cities, relevant 

military divisions, and Officials in-charge of 21 border counties.  

  

Nyingtri launched an Anti-terrorism Law publicity program 

December 29, 2020 

  

On December 27, Nyingtri (in Chinese: Linzhi) launched a concentrated publicity campaign 

on the "Anti-Terrorism Law" in Xiamen Square. Zhu Jiang, member of the Standing 
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Committee of the Municipal Party Committee, Secretary of the Political and Legal Committee, 

Director of the National Security Office, Leader of the Municipal Anti-Terrorism Work 

Leading Group, and Secretary of the PSB attended the campaign. During the propaganda 

campaign, more than 20 counter-terrorism member units (departments) and eight bureaus of 

the Municipal PSB adopted methods such as broadcasting promotional videos, distributing 

promotional materials, banners, exhibition boards, and on-site consultation and answering 

questions. Each department, according to their industry and business focus, printed propaganda 

materials to further enhance national anti-terrorism awareness, effectively strengthen the sense 

of political and social responsibility in counter-terrorism, and jointly safeguard national 

security, public security, and the safety of people's lives and property. They distributed more 

than 34,000 publicity materials, 1,200 posters, 1,000 brochures, 49 banners, 46 exhibition 

panels, and 41 short videos, which reached more than 14,000 educated people.  

 

Nyingtri held a clean government culture awarding ceremony 

December 17, 2020 

  

Nyingtri (in Chinese: Linzhi) held the first batch of clean government culture construction 

demonstration sites awarding ceremony, an exchange program to learn and practice ways to 

re-mobilize, re-arrange and re-deploy the city's clean-government culture construction on 

December 17.  Yu Chang, a member of the Standing Committee of the Municipal Party 

Committee, Secretary of the Disciplinary Committee, and Director of the Supervisory 

Committee, awarded the first batch of demonstration sites. He pointed out that 'a culture of 

clean government is an important part of the advanced socialist culture and an inexhaustible 

moral education resource for the Chinese nation.’  

 

Since the 18th National Congress of the CPC, Nyingtri has carried out in-depth "seven 

advances" activities for the construction of clean government culture, enriching and developing 

the annual party style and clean government building publicity and education month activities 

and the party style and clean government building theme day activities. This is for party 

members and cadres to build a strong ideological and moral defense, strengthening "four 

consciousness," "four confidences" and "two maintenances" amongst the people as a priority 

and for establishing a concept of clean society, culture to  'promote good and punish evil' and 

control corruption from the source.  
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TAR Party Secretary inspects and meets villagers of Dromo County 

December 11, 2020  

 

On December 8th, TAR Party Secretary Wu Yingjie went to Dromo County (Ch: Yadong) in 

Shigatse to inspect and meet villagers in the county, and to propagate the “Four 

Consciousness”, “two safeguards” and “four confidences” among the villagers. He was 

accompanied by Liu Jiang, Standing Committee Member and Secretary-General of TAR Party 

Committee; Zhang Yangqing-Vice Chairman of TAR People’s Government and Party 

Secretary of Shigatse Municipal Party Committee; and Kuang Dewang, Deputy Commander 

of the Tibet Military Region. He said the TAR Party Committee under his leadership had 

conscientiously implemented Xi Jinping’s thoughts on the importance of and strategies on 

governing Tibet’s borders, sharing his response to a family in Yumai village in Lhunzi County 

of Lhoka (Ch: Shannan).  

 

(Comment: All border villages are mandated to hoist Chinese national flags on rooftops of their 

houses, in village squares, photos of the five Chinese leaders, in addition to the requirement of 

a public billboard with “Guardian of the homeland” written on it).  

 

Monastic Management Committee of Jokhang conducts fire safety training  

December 09, 2020  

 

In order to ensure fire safety in religious venues and control “emergencies”, the Monastic 

Management Committee of Jokhang, conducted a fire safety training programme on December 

7 three days prior to the 31st Anniversary of Nobel Peace Prize of the Dalai Lama and World 

Human rights day. The training was conducted by fire commanders for the logistics staff of 

Jokhang, by fire commanders. Fire commanders also gave a live on the spot demonstration of 

how to use fire extinguishing equipment, fire alarms and escape masks to improve firefighting 

capabilities of the trainees.  

 

Xu Wenqiang visits Metok County, Nyingtri 

December 8, 2020 

  

Xu Wenqiang, Deputy Secretary and Director of the TAR's Department of Transportation 

visited Gedang Township, Metok County, Nyingtri (in Chinese: Nyingchi). He preached to 
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village cadres and local people about the ‘spirit’ of the CCP CC Fifth Plenary Session and the 

Seventh Tibet Work Forum of the Central Committee. Xu Wenqiang stated that the Fifth 

Plenary and Seventh Tibet Work Forum laid a solid foundation for starting a new journey of 

comprehensively building a modern socialist country in the new era, and clarified the guiding 

ideology, overall requirements and focus of Tibet work in the new era. In reviewing the "13th 

Five-Year Plan", he said ‘With the care of the Party Central Committee and the support of the 

people of the whole country, Tibet saw continuous development and growth of investment in 

transportation projects; thousands of farmers and herdsmen have participated in transportation 

construction to transfer employment, increase income and become rich’. He highlighted that in 

the "14th Five-Year Plan" and the 2035 long-term goal, efforts will be made to increase the 

number of major highways entering and exiting Tibet, and commence the construction of the 

Golmud-Naqu section of the G6 Beijing-Tibet Expressway, comprehensively improve the 

technical level of the Sichuan-Tibet highway, and accelerate construction of tunnels and 

bridges in critical sections. When investigating key highways in Medog County, Xu Wenqiang 

listened in detail to the construction progress and existing problems of each project and asked 

relevant units to strengthen construction management further, ensure project quality and safety, 

and go all out to complete the construction goals. At the same time, he said it is necessary to 

combine project construction, actively create conditions to maximize farmers' income, and 

contribute to the overall situation of serving the "six stability" and "six guarantees" and 

consolidate the results of poverty alleviation. 

 

Lhundrub County of Lhasa launches lecture series on "Reincarnation of living Buddhas" 

December 18, 2020 

  

Local authorities in Lhundrub County of Lhasa launched a lecture series on "Reincarnation of 

Living Buddhas" and on the "Four standards to become exemplary monks and nuns" on 

December 16. The lecture series was primarily aimed at people "engaged in religious activities" 

and focused on the customs and conventions of the historical origins of the practice, in simple 

and easy-to-understand language.  The emphasis of this lecture series was that the policies on 

the reincarnation of the living Buddhas must be "domestically searched, drawn from the 

Golden Urn, and approved by the central government", adaption of Tibetan Buddhism to 

socialism with Chinese characteristic, build consciousness of Chinese nationalism in monks, 

nuns, high Lamas and Rinpoches', and that reincarnation and management of living buddhas 

must be in compliance with  and adhere to the party.  
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Topgyal was awarded the "Most Beautiful Civil Servant", Nyingtri 

December 8, 2020 

  

On December 6, the Central Organization Department and the Central Propaganda Department 

announced the election results of the "Most Beautiful Civil Servants." A total of 32 officials 

were identified as the "Most Beautiful Civil Servants." Among them, Topgyal (in Chinese: 

Duobujie) from Tibet was elected. He is a second-level member of the People's Government 

of Gengzhangmenba Nationality Township, Bayi District, Nyingtri, and Secretary of the Party 

branch of Juba Village. He was praised for his contribution in building the relocated village of 

Juba into a well off village both economically and ecologically. 

  

Training for Cadres stationed in Monasteries in Lhasa  

December 17, 2020  

 

On December 14, the United Front Work Department(UFWD) of Lhasa carried out its seventh 

phase of training for cadres stationed in monasteries. Lobsang Tsering, Vice-Minister of the 

UFWD and Deputy Director Zhou Li attended the opening session of the training. The main 

purpose of the training, Lobsang Tsering said, is “to uphold Xi Jinping’s socialism with 

Chinese characteristics in the New Era, to study, publicize, and implement the spirit of the fifth 

plenary session of the CCP CC, and the seventh work forum on Tibet”. He added that “Xi 

Jinping’s speeches on ethnic and religious affairs” needs to be implemented more intensively, 

and that the cadres stationed in monasteries are at the forefront and are the backbone in 

maintaining stability. Publicity materials on strengthening and innovating the rule of law in 

Monastic management,  "Xi Jinping on State Governance (Third Volume)", "Civil Code of the 

People's Republic of China (Practical Edition)", were distributed.  

 

Ding Yexian says ‘Tibetan Buddhism should obey CCP rules’ 

December 4, 2020 

  

Ding Yexian, Executive Deputy Secretary of the TAR Party Committee, visited the Tsuglak 

Khang and Barkor areas of Lhasa on November 30. He stressed the need to have a stricter 

policing of religious activities. He said 'the practice of Tibetan Buddhism should obey the rules 

of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) to ensure stability in the region and unity among 
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different ethnic groups'. He emphasised that the power of the Monastic Management 

Committees should be increased, religious figures should uphold patriotism as a priority, and 

CCP membership in the region should be increased to reach the grassroots level in Tibet. 

 

10-Pointer warning issued against “virtual activities attempting to split the country” 

December 24, 2020  

 

The Internet Information Office of the  Public Security Bureau of TAR recently issued a 10-

Pointer notice warning people against “illegal virtual activities attempting to split the county 

and undermine national unity”. The notice claiming to advance internet governance warned 

people to use the internet according to law warning that those who violate the law will be 

severely punished in accordance with the "Criminal Law of the People's Republic of China", 

"The Law of the People's Republic of China on Public Security Management Punishments", 

"The Network Security Law of the People's Republic of China", and "Computer Information", 

in accordance with the “Notice on the Twenty Prohibitions of Network Communication 

Activities of TAR” and other laws and regulations, such as the Measures for the Administration 

of the Security Protection of Networks and International Networks.  

 

The 10 points are as follows:  

 

  1. It is not allowed to publish and spread information that distorts history, downplays 

national consciousness, uses religious content, religious activities, etc. to attack the party and 

state policies, or slander the socialist system. 

  2. It is not allowed to provide virtual private network (VPN) and technical support or 

assistance for others to visit or browse overseas websites that promote, instigate the secession 

of the country, or undermine national unity. 

  3. It is not allowed to join network groups that organize, plan, and implement secession, 

undermining national unity and national unity and other illegal and criminal activities, and 

make, copy, consult, and disseminate information that promotes, incites secession and 

undermines national unity. 

  4. It is not allowed to use instant messaging tools, social forum software, etc. to contact 

organizations or persons that endanger national security to carry out activities that split the 

country or undermine national unity. 
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  5. Do not engage in supporting activities that endanger national security, such as providing 

funds, state secrets, and intelligence information. 

  6. Do not accept tasks from organizations or personnel that endanger national security to 

carry out separatist and sabotage activities. 

  7. Do not promote or support organizations or personnel that endanger national security 

in various forms. 

  8. Do not distort facts, spread rumours, or spread false information to provoke ethnic 

relations and undermine ethnic unity. 

  9. It is not allowed to distort, attack and slander against the party and government by 

creating various social conflicts or using hot and sensitive events, and inciting disturbing public 

order. 

  10. Do not engage in other activities required by laws and regulations to split the country 

or undermine national unity. 

 

Those who commit the above-mentioned illegal and criminal activities on the Internet shall be 

held accountable in accordance with the law. 

 

DEVELOPMENTS IN TIBETAN ETHNIC AREAS OUTSIDE TAR 

 

Tibetan writer Gendun Lhundrub was arrested, Malho 

December 4, 2020 

  

RFA reported (December 4) that 46-year old Gendun Lhundrub, a former monk at Rongwo 

monastery in Rebgong (in Chinese, Tongren) county in the Malho (Huangnan) Tibetan 

Autonomous Prefecture, is being held at an undisclosed location. According to the Tibetan 

sources, police in north-western China's Qinghai province arrested him after monitoring his 

activities for signs of political dissent over a long period. He has been detained several times 

in the past. In October, Lhundrub released an anthology of poems called “Khorwa,” and wrote 

on the website Waseng-drak that writers and artists require freedom to express their thoughts 

and emotions without restriction. The report said he has a profound interest in preserving 

Tibetan culture, and his work has been well-received in both Tibet inside Tibet and in exile.  
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Chinese researchers map permafrost of Tibetan Plateau 

December 9, 2020 

 

Researchers from the Northwest Institute of Eco-Environment and Resources under the 

Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) produced an updated permafrost stability distribution 

map for the Tibetan Plateau (Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau) by integrating ground observation data 

and remote sensing data.   It is reported that the researchers conducted a high-precision 

mapping of permafrost on the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, providing a reference for engineering 

planning and ecosystem management in the area. However, there is a lack of long-term data 

for permafrost mapping as the harsh environment makes ground observation difficult, and also 

China's reluctance to collaborate and allow foreign researchers and scientists for ground.  

 

China enforces mass eviction to carry out a massive construction project at Wu Tai Shan 

Buddhist site 

December 15, 2020 

  

More than 30 Tibetan shops were evicted from the inner villages surrounding the Wu Tai Shan 

Buddhist site, Beijing. China is carrying out a massive construction project around these 

Buddhist sites. According to sources from Tibet, the authorities plan to dismantle and evict 

more than 12 villages located around the site. As per the eviction notice of November 2020 

four of the inner villages were asked to immediately move out, including people who have 

lived there for centuries. Under this eviction plan, more than 30 Tibetans who had their shops 

and business are affected. The government has neither provided any alternate relocation area 

nor compensation to the villagers. The purpose and details of the construction project have not 

been disclosed. There is apprehension that this would affect hundreds of Buddhist monasteries 

located around the mountain. 

  

Ngaba gives special subsidies to return farmland to forest 

December 17, 2020 

 

According to the latest official reports Ngaba (in Chinese: Aba), Prefecture has completed the 

payment of cash subsidies for returning farmland to forests in 2020, involving 71,240 mu of 

farmland to forests. For returning land, the government has spent a subsidy funds of 21.242 

million yuan; this includes two rounds of land return program, of which in the first round, they 
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managed to acquire 64,400 mu, with a subsidy of 18,522,400 yuan. In the latest effort, the 

government claims to have converted 6,800 mu with spending of 2.72 million Yuan. 

  

Lhasa completes building the first phase of the massive data storage center 

December 22, 2020 

  

The Ningsuan Data Center (Phase I) project, described as the world's highest data centre, was 

completed and approved for operation on December 18. The main idea of the project is to base 

the primary data centre in Tibet and deploy international offshore data centre operations, 

mainly to act as a gateway to South Asia (Nepal, India, Pakistan) and Southeast Asia. This is 

an integrated project of the Ningsuan Technology Group of Lhasa, Southwest Branch of the 

Fifth Company of China Construction Bureau. It is located in the core area of the Information 

Industry Park of the National High-tech Zone in Lhasa.  The person-in-charge of the company 

said “We are committed to making Ningsuan Data Center an important data distribution center 

in the world and help the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau to achieve a global value".  

  

China celebrated the 25th anniversary of their appointed Panchen Lama 

December 19, 2020 

  

In celebrating the 25th anniversary of the Chinese appointment of Panchen Lama, the China 

Tibet News published four series of articles on Gyaltsen Norbu; (i)  The 25th Anniversary of 

the 11th Panchen Lama - Concentrate on practicing and spreading Dharma for life, (ii) 

Panchen’s message  Love the country, love education, protect the country and benefit people, 

(iii) Panchen’s message to hometown and his contribution of wisdom, and (iv) Panchen’s 

participation in politics and deliberation. 

 

In the article on ‘Panchen’s participation in Politics and deliberation’ he is described as “A true 

living Buddha, who serves all living being;  a high-ranking monk in Tibetan Buddhism who 

shoulders the historical responsibility of patriotism, education, and protection of the country 

and the people;  a person who loves his hometown, a promising young CPPCC Standing 

Committee, pioneering and enterprising, dedicated to his duties." 
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The articles publicised that Gyaltsen Norbu started taking his political responsibility in 2010, 

he became a member of the National Committee of the CPPCC. In March 2013, he was elected 

as a member of the Standing Committee of the 12th National Committee of the CPPCC. 

 

In March 2010, the 11th Panchen Lama attended the Eleventh CPPCC National Committee as 

a member of the CPPCC National Committee for the first time.   It is reported that Gyaltsen 

Norbu pays special attention to the two sessions in recent years, mainly focusing on ways to 

cultivate Buddhist talents better, how to make use of the religious community's role in 

promoting economic development, promoting social welfares, and protecting ecology, etc. 

 

The crux of his speech was how Tibetan Buddhism should play a positive role in constructing 

historical reality and ways to better adapt Buddhism to the Chinese socialist system. It further 

stated, "The 11th Panchen Lama did exactly what he said: Contribute his wisdom and talents, 

be a participant and builder in the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, and strive to live 

up to the party and the country's careful training, and live up to the whole country".  

 

Ngaba promotes a new two rural reform system 

December 29, 2020 

  

Ngaba (in Chinese: Aba) continues to promote the ‘two’ reform system of rural governance. 

Under this reform,  at present, the number of townships in Ngaba Prefecture have been merged 

from 219 to 174, a reduction of 20.5%; the number of administrative villages has been reduced 

from 1,358 to 1090, totalling a 20% reduction. In the adjustment and reform of the village-

level organizational system and governance, Ngaba Prefecture has built several community-

led organisations, increasing them from 59 to 64, and subsumed 455 village-level small 

organisations. In response to the problems of land ownership and household registration 

management of state-owned ranches, Ngaba County abolished two state-owned ranches. It 

established four new administrative villages, increasing the number of organic villages from 

1,086 to 1,090. 

  

  

  

  

------------------End of Report--------------------------- 


